
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIMPALA KINDERGARTEN 

 NEWSLETTER 
TERM 1 WEEK 3 2022 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Welcome to term 1, 2022! 

We hope that your child has experienced an enjoyed start to kindy and 
that both you and your child are beginning to get into the swing of kindy 

life.  It is a big first step for many children, and for some the first time 
being away from their families for an extended period.  We know that 
separation can be difficult and we are here to support you with this.  

 

Staffing Arrangements for 2022 
Director: Vivienne Hills  
Teacher: Narelle Salman 
ECW: Ruth Schulz (ECW/ Preschool Support/ Early Intervention) 
 
 

We are an ALLERGY AWARE kindy!  
 We are a NUT FREE kindergarten – please do not pack any foods containing 

nuts in your child’s bag – this includes Nutella, peanut butter spreads and 
any foods containing nut products. 

 We encourage children (and staff) to wash their hands before and after 
eating. 

 We encourage children not to eat other children’s food or share their food 
with other children.  

 We encourage children to report to staff immediately if a child becomes ill 
after eating something. 

Remember that allergies are serious and even a trace of an allergen can 
be life-threatening to someone who is allergic. 
 

Annual General Meeting (AGM)  
Our Annual General Meeting has been postponed with a date yet to be 
confirmed.  Have a think about whether you would like to nominate to be on 
this year’s Governing Council.  Being on the Governing Council is a great way 
to become involved, make some new friends and most importantly - have a say 
in your child's education and how the centre is run! Governing Council meets 
twice per term, with meeting times to be decided by the new elected members.  
It is now a requirement that all Governing Council Member are double 
vaccinated. If you are interested in joining Governing Council or would like to 
know more please see Viv.  Nomination forms will be made available once our 

date is confirmed. 

Important dates 
for this term 

 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

POSTPONED – Date to be confirmed 

 

Governing Council Meetings 

2 per term – Dates to be confirmed 

 

Adelaide Cup Public Holiday 
Week 7, Monday 14th March 

NO KINDY  
 

Kindy Photo Day  
Week 9, Monday 28th March 

 
LAST DAY OF TERM 
Wednesday 13th April 

 
 
 
 
 

 

If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions please talk to 

one of our friendly staff members any time. 

Viv, Narelle & Ruth 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

24 Vanstone Avenue 

Morphett Vale, SA 5162 
 

 

 

 

t: (08) 8382 1597 

f: (08) 8326 8273 

e: dl.3657.leaders@schools.sa.edu.au  



Things to pack in your child’s bag: 

 

Drink bottle (water only) 

 2 healthy snacks (for morning and afternoon). This is best packed separate from lunch.  It is important that children 

do not eat their lunch at fruit time – this is also an important risk minimisation strategy for any child with allergies.  

 Lunchbox with packed lunch – please be guided by our Healthy Food & Nutrition Policy which you received in your 

enrolment pack. 

 Do not pack: Nuts of any kind (sometimes hidden in muesli bars, NO peanut butter or Nutella), chocolate (bars), 

chips, lollies or sweet drinks.   

Do not pack: cheese or yoghurt for snack times – Allergy awareness strategy for children with allergies. 

Sun safe hat (NO peaked caps).  PLEASE NOTE: Hats with chin straps that do not have a break-away mechanism    

    are not safe – please remove the strap for use at kindy! 

Spare set/s of clothes (in case of toilet accidents/wet & muddy play). 

Your child should wear comfortable and easy to manage play clothes (for running, climbing and independent toileting) 

and appropriate footwear that they are able to manage on their own. Staff will always assist children if needed. 

Your own bag which is appropriate for soiled clothing (we are limiting our use of plastic, especially single use plastics 

across the centre).  You may like to support our fundraiser by buying a Smelly Bag™ from us (see order form). 

NO long dresses, strapless tops or thongs are to be worn at kindy as they restrict movement & present a safety risk. 

 Please discourage your child from bringing their toys and other special items to kindy as they are at risk of getting 

lost or broken – discuss with staff if your child requires a special comfort toy to support their separation. 

 

Please put your child’s name on everything! 
We always find that a lot of children bring items to kindy that are unnamed.   

To assist us in identifying your child’s belongings please ensure that you have labelled them. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
End of Day Goodbyes 

In order to keep children safe we ask that you support us by being patient with our end of day farewells.  This process 
will become more streamlined as staff become more familiar with family members.  Please make sure that anyone that 
you may get to collect your child is included on your child’s enrolment form.  If someone arrives to collect your child that 
we do not know or have not met before we will require that they have photo ID for us to sight, please remind them to 
bring this when they come. 
 

Child Records 

As you can appreciate, when your child’s enrolment information is entered into the system, data entry mistakes can 
occur from time to time. Next week, I will place a summary of the details I have in the EMS system for your child in your 
child’s communication folder.  Please check this carefully and amend as required so that our records are accurate.  
Once you have checked it over, please sign it and return in the communication folder - please return it even if no 
amendments are required. 
 
Child-sized Fruit 
Please pack smaller apples and bananas for your children, to minimise food waste, unless you know that your child is 
able to consume a larger one – I am certain that most of you would be shocked by the amount of fruit scraps that we put 
into our worm farm and composting system daily.  In support of our sustainability focus we are also trying to lessen food 
waste at our kindy. 
 

Nude Food Day  
To further reduce our waste to landfill we encourage Nude Food and 
hope that families will support this initiative and rethink their use of 
packaging every day.  Not only does nude food reduce the amount of 
waste going to landfill but can also make a big difference to the cost of  

                           your weekly shop. 



…MORE NEWS 

Separation and our Family Photo Board 
As children become more familiar with the kindy routines and expectations and begin to form trusting relationships with 
staff – separations will become easier. From time to time though children may still experience these difficulties, 
especially during times of change and will need adult support to help them manage their feelings.  Let us know if 
anything is happening at home that may impact your child’s learning, as we are also here to support you. 
Please feel free to add a photo of your family to our family photo board (10x 15cm – so we can frame it).  It is a nice way 
to promote children’s identity and for them to have you with them even though you cannot be at kindy.  Feel free to email 
a family photo to Narelle.Salman647@schools.sa.edu.au if you need it printed out for you. 
 
Homework – “About Me” poster 
Each child will be sent home with an A3 piece of paper to decorate as their homework assignment.  We would like 
parents to help their child include important information about themselves on it, for bringing back and sharing with the 
group.  It is a great way for us to get to know the children better and for us to support their developing friendships with 
each other. It will also support their oral language development when they share their poster with the group.  Developing 
children’s oral language and conversational skills is a site improvement goal this year.  Please return your child’s poster 
as soon as it is complete – we would love to have them all returned by the end of term.  Please do not have anything 
hanging off the page because we will be displaying them in a folder so that the children can access them.  If you would 
prefer to do this electronically and email it back to me that would also be fine.  Please get your child involved in creating 
it and remember to create it as an A3 poster! 

 
Kindy Photos 
Simon and Ros from Simon Fleming Photography have been engaged once again this year 
to take our kindy photos.  They will be here in week 9 on Monday 28th March. The group 
photo will take place at 9.30am – you will need to ensure that your child arrives no later than 
9.20am on the day to ensure they are included in the group photo.   
All families will receive a payment envelope and information leaflet in their communication 
folder in the next few weeks. All children that are present on the day will be included in the 

group photo, but only those children who have returned their payment envelope will have individual photos.  Please be 
aware that this is not a kindy fundraiser with all proceeds going to the photographers.  You are under no obligation to 
submit an order, but we can say that most past families have been happy with their photos and that the albums do make 
a lovely keepsake of your child’s time at kindy.   
 
Kindergarten Fees 
You should have received your Term 1 Kindy fees notice via email – please let me know if you would prefer to receive a 
hardcopy.  We ask that term 1 fees be finalised by Friday of week 5 (4th March).  Kindy fees are $435 per annum – the 
instalment amounts of $145 will be invoiced in terms 1, 2 & 3 or you may wish to make the full-payment.   
We prefer EFT payments over cash! 
EFT Payments can be made directly into our bank account:  
Account Name: Pimpala Kindergarten, BSB: 105 – 136, Account No: 510108140 
For all payments, please remember to include a description of what the payment is for and your child’s name/invoice no. 
for reference.  Please speak with Viv if you would like to enter into a payment plan – weekly, fortnightly or monthly 
payments may make budgeting easier for some families, so payment terms can be negotiated. 
 
Entertainment Books are now 100% digital! 
We are fundraising with Entertainment Books - the cost is $6999.   
You can buy your digital subscription online at: https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/93u7366   
Please note that this can be purchased anytime, noting that the new digital subscriptions have a 12 month expiry 
from their date of purchase.  I will email out promotions as they come up during the year.  Please share this link with 
your network. 
 
Enrolments – we would like to be full-time next year! 
Due to the low enrolments this year we have been made part-time.  It is hoped that we can build our enrolment 
numbers, back to full-time again in 2023.  If you have a friend whose child turns 4 before May 1st 2023, let them know to 
submit their ‘Registration of Interest’ Form which can be found on our website. 

mailto:Narelle.Salman647@schools.sa.edu.au
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/93u7366


REMINDERS: 
Start time 
We will open the door at 8.50am and ask you to support your child to do their morning routine before playing – putting 
their bag in their locker, washing their hands and signing in. Please do not leave your child prior to 9.00am – staff 
cannot supervise your child as they are still setting up.  This is a nice time to share an activity with them, read them a 
book or look through their learning folder together.  To minimise the risk of COVID we ask that adults do not stay onsite 
for longer than 15 minutes. 
 

QR Code & Contact Tracing Records 
We are still required to use our QR code, so please make sure that you are doing so upon entry, or complete the 

contact tracing register.  This is a requirement for all adults, including parents, education staff and visitors. 
 

Child Attendance - Signing children in and out 
Please make sure that you remember to sign your child both in and out* each day on the 
attendance sheet in the front foyer – this is very important as we will rely on this information in the 
event of an emergency. *Staff will continue to sign children out at present. 
 
Child Absences 

Please ring the centre on 8382 1597 if your child will be absent for any reason.  It is an expectation of the 
Education Department (DfE) that we follow up all unexplained absences.  Attendance is very important to 
children’s learning and development – good attendance should start at kindergarten!   
 

Preventing Illness 
We need everyone to keep doing their part to ‘Stop the Spread’ of COVID-19 by following good 
hygiene practices, adhering to physical distancing requirements and staying at home when they 
are unwell or have cold or flu symptoms.  

We understand that now your child has started kindy that you want them to attend, but sending your child when they are 
not feeling well is not conducive to their learning and does not protect the rest of our kindy community from falling sick 
also. If your child does attend with signs of illness, or develops them during their kindy session, staff will call you and 
ask that you arrange for someone to collect them.   
 

Update Contact / Emergency Details 
Please ensure that we have up-to-date contact information in your child’s file.  It is extremely important that we can 
contact the appropriate person in an emergency.  It is also vital that any changes to your child’s dietary or medical 
needs are known to staff - please ensure this information is provided in writing, on the appropriate forms.   
 

Immunisation Record 
Please remember to update your child’s record once your child has their 4 year old vaccinations.  Your child will 
be unable to attend if they are not up-to-date with their immunisations and do not have an exemption. 

 

Medication 
Staff are unable to administer medication without the appropriate authority to do so.  If your child needs medication 
whilst at kindy, make sure that the appropriate forms have been filled out by your GP or pharmacist.  ALL medications 
must be handed to a staff member on arrival – it is very dangerous for these items to remain in your child’s bag.   
 
Asthma Management Plans and Individual Health Care Plans 
If your child has asthma or other medical or health condition please see Viv for forms to take to your GP.  Staff rely on 
this information to respond appropriately to individual’s health care needs.  Please ensure that your child’s condition is 
reviewed yearly by your GP and that your child’s plans are current. 
 
Communication folder/ Email Communication 
Sometimes there may be a delay in you receiving written communication from us – this is something that we are always 
working on to improve.  Please do your part by checking your child’s communication folder daily and your emails at least 
once a week.  
 



REMINDERS (cont.): 
Sun Smart Policy 

Families are reminded that children need to be wearing their hat and sunscreen each day (to 30 April 
and then again from 1 August).  Please ensure that your child is wearing sunscreen when they come 
to kindy or help them to apply it when they arrive.  Staff will reapply sunscreen to children prior to 
lunch on their full day.  Peaked hats, singlets and strappy tops and dresses are not sun-safe and do 

not meet our Sun Smart policy guidelines.  Please check our UV chart daily with your child or access the Cancer 
Council’s UV rating at www.MyUV.com.au (you can also download their app).  Please find the “Think UV, Not Heat!” 
flyer, attached to this email.  If your child has sensitive skin or you would prefer that they use their own sunscreen we 
would appreciate it if you could label it and leave it at kindy in our sunscreen basket for their use. 
 
Laundry Roster 
We need parents help with our weekly laundry.  We will leave the laundry basket in the front foyer once 
per week – if you are able to do a load of washing for us we would really appreciate it. 
 
Soft Plastics Roster 

To divert the amount of single use plastic that go to landfill, Pimpala Kindergarten is doing their part by 
encouraging nude food and by utilising a soft plastics collection bin.  What we need our families to do is 
to support us with this is to take our soft plastics to a collection point. – based at all Coles and some 
Woolworths stores (our local stores are Morphett Vale and Colonnades).  We will put a note on the sign in 
table when we need it dropped off and hope that our families will get behind this initiative. 

 
Uniform Orders 
If you are after any additional uniform items, please fill in an order form promptly so that I can get the order off to our 
supplier.  Please remember that your order will only be submitted once payment has been received.  We no longer hold 
stock on hand.  Ask a staff member if you would like your child to try on our sample to determine sizing. 
 
Email List 
Help us save the trees!  We send newsletters out electronically to minimise our environmental impact. If you would still 
like to receive a printed newsletter – let a staff member know. Please let us know if you would like anyone to be added 
to the email distribution list.  
 

 
 
 

http://www.myuv.com.au/

