
 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Information 
Welcome to Clarendon Kindergarten. We are a small, part time centre nestled in the beautiful historic 

town of Clarendon, the Kindergarten services both the Clarendon and Kangarilla communities. We look 

forward to sharing an exciting time with you, your child and your family. 

Our ‘Statement of Philosophy’ 
At Clarendon Kindergarten our embedded vision is a joyful play based pedagogy and dynamic learning 

environment. This reflects our belief that children are capable and competent citizens of a diverse and 

culturally rich world. We consider each child to be a knowledgeable possessor of rights enriched with 

learning experiences beginning from birth. We believe that families are the first educators, and are 

committed to building respectful and genuine relationships with all families to ensure children have the 

best possible education and development opportunities. 

We respect and recognise the first custodians of this land through a culturally responsive embedded 

curriculum that embodies children’s, educators and families understanding of the importance of 

reconciliation. 

The view of the capable child extends to the belief that children have rights, not needs. We endeavour to 

extend ourselves in collaboration with our community in order to empower and support each child to 

recognise their role within their environment and develop a holistic community image of the capable child.  

As educators, we believe that children should be empowered to see learning spaces as their own. 

Educators are perpetually reflective of their practices and entwine focussed research and inquiry to create 

a high quality and engaging curriculum. We believe children require time for sustained shared thinking to 

deeply explore their theories, develop strong connections and lasting friendships to continually develop as 

contributing citizens of the world. 

 

Educators: 
Director:    Sharelle Furner 

Teacher:    Amy Albrechtsen 

Early Childhood Worker:  Helen Douglas 

 

Kindergarten Sessions: 
Tuesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm     

Wednesday 9:00am – 3:00pm     

Thursday:  9:00am-12:00pm 

 

Fees: $130 per term, totalling in $520 for the year, this can be paid in a lump sum or be paid termly (by 

the end of week 2 of each term) If any family is experiencing financial hardship. Please speak to the 

Director. 
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Term Dates 2023 
Term 1  31 Jan-13 Apr 

Term 2  2 May-6 July 

Term 3  25 July-28 Sep 

Term 4  17 Oct-14 Dec 

 

Family Kindergarten Orientation Night: 
This is an opportunity for children and families to be introduced to the Kindergarten environment and 

become familiar with staff and routines in preparation for beginning Kindergarten the following year.  

 

Playgroup: 
Playgroup offers a great opportunity for families to come together and share a morning of play and 

engagement in an Early Years setting.  

Session Time:  Mondays  9.15-11.15am 

 

3 Year-Old Program: 
The 3 Year-Old Program is open to children who are 3+ years old and who will be eligible for Kindy in the 

following intake or year (where places are available and at the discretion of the Director). This program is 

only open to those children who will go on and attend Clarendon Kindergarten. Attending the 3 Year-Old 

Program is a wonderful opportunity for children to engage in a rich learning environment and build 

positive relationships with both educators and other children.  

Session Times: Tues/Wed 9am – 3pm 

Cost:    $30 per day 

 

Attendance: 
Regular attendance at Kindergarten is important for children to develop relationships with their teachers 

and other children, to develop a sense of belonging in the Kindy community. We believe that Early 

Childhood Education at Kindy is an important time in the continued development of language, motor skills, 

and thinking skills in a social environment. Children learn to compare ideas with other children and learn to 

work collaboratively, to persist and solve problems. These learning dispositions are vital for success today 

and in the future.  Regular attendance at Kindy sets up a healthy habit of mind that promotes the idea of 

connectedness and engagement within the learning environment. Children are supported to identify 

themselves as learners and in control of the decisions they make, valuable concepts for lifelong learning. 

 

Clothing: 
Please dress your child in clothing that is comfortable and that will survive the odd spill of paint, glue etc. 

For all messy activities children are encouraged to wear smocks, however, in times of enthusiasm children 

forget and accidents do happen – it is a good idea to pack a spare set of clothing. We encourage children 

to wear fitted enclosed shoes that allow children to run, climb and kick balls with ease. 

 

What your child needs to bring to Kindy: 
NAME EVERYTHING 

• 2 pieces of fruit or vegetable for morning and afternoon tea 

• A packed healthy lunchbox (NUT & SESAME FREE) 

• A named water bottle – water only  

• A Sun-smart Hat (bucket, broad-brimmed or legionnaire) Please remove all drawstrings/cords and 

toggles on hats and clothing 



• Spare Clothes 

• Sandals or closed shoes 

Clothing must be sun-smart that covers the child’s shoulders (e.g. no tank tops or shoe-string straps). 

Please name all your child’s belongings. We will do our best to return discarded clothing to the rightful 

families and it helps if the clothing in named. We do have a lost property box. 

 

Please leave toys and other valuables at home 
 

Signing In & Out: 
It is a requirement of the Commonwealth National Quality Standards that children are signed in and out on 

arrival and departure by an adult at all early childhood services, including Kindergarten. The attendance 

sheet is located just inside the front door on the right. 

 

Collecting your child: 
The Kindy children are dismissed at the end of our last group time for the day. If someone other than 

yourself is collecting your child please record that information on the sign in sheets and ask them to bring 

photo ID for identification. Please note, our Duty of Care is such that Educators will not be allowed to 

release a child to someone they do not know and there are no instructions for us. 

 

Communication: 
We will communicate your children’s learning and development through: 

• Newsletters via email 

• Pigeon holes/pockets 

• SeeSaw app 

• Parent/educator meetings – Term 1 to form the beginning of your child’s Individual Learning Plan 

(ILP). Term 3 to update learning goals. 

• Your child’s Thinking Journal 

• Phone calls/appointments welcome and by request 

• Always happy to have a chat 

• End of year learning statement 

 

Family Involvement: 
We acknowledge the important role families play in their children’s education and value your involvement.  

Some ways that families can contribute are: 

• Joining the Governing Council 

• Excursions/support with gardening, cooking, sharing knowledge, skills, talents, etc. 

• Twilight Sparkle Kindergarten 

• Working Bees 

 

Governing Council: 
Our centre is managed by a community Governing Council, which is elected annually at an Annual General 

Meeting held in February/March. This committee is fundamental to the decision-making and direction of 

the centre. Governing Council meetings are open meetings and you are welcome to attend. Please 

consider becoming a member of the Governing Council. Meetings are held twice a term at a time 

determined by all involved. 

 

 



Emergency and Bush Fire Action Plan: 
Clarendon Kindergarten has been identified as a Bushfire R3. When weather conditions reach catastrophic 

within the Fire Ban District and Clarendon Primary School is closed, Clarendon Kindergarten will also be 

closed. Families will be notified of the closure the night before by text or phone call. A Bush Fire Plan can 

be located in the Policy and Procedures Folder located in the entrance of the centre. 

 

Children’s Learning and Curriculum: 
At Clarendon Kindergarten we value and welcome children with a range of abilities and special needs. 

Sometimes as children are learning to self-regulate they display behaviours that could be viewed by others 

as “being naughty”. This is incorrect and we always challenge this and explain that they (the children) are 

in the process of learning and need our help to support them. If you have any concerns about behaviours 

towards your child or yourself please raise it with educators so they can address the issue promptly, in a 

manner that is age appropriate and safe for everyone. 

 

We believe play is fundamental to young children’s learning as through play they engage in exploration, 

imagination and investigation; while at the same time they are socialising, communicating and 

collaborating with other children and adults around them. We believe the role of the learning environment 

is to provide flexible materials and spaces for children to work alone uninterrupted, in small intimate 

groups and /or as a member of a large group. 

 

We use Pedagogical Documentation to demonstrate children’s learning journey, this is a form of formative 

assessment. We analyse the children’s learning, document their voices and notice our own thinking and 

wondering to determine future curriculum decisions  

 

Our learning programs are guided by the National Curriculum, Early Years Learning Framework and the 

Department of Education and Child Development document, Numeracy and Literacy Indicators. Educators 

work with individual children and collect examples of work, photographs and stories of their learning. It is 

from this information that educators write up a statement of learning report for each child before they 

transition to school. The work examples are displayed in a learning portfolio and these are available for 

parents to look at any time.  

 

Educators are available anytime throughout the year by appointment to discuss individual children’s 

progress with families. 

 

Questions: 
The educators are always willing to have a short discussion with you, but if you need more time please 

arrange an appointment, as we really do need to be focussed on the group of children while they are in our 

care. 

 

We hope you enjoy your time with us and we look forward to building a relationship with you and your 

child. 

 

 

 

 



A little bit about Clarendon’s History… 
 

Clarendon is one of South Australia’s finest historic towns. 

 

On 21 October 1840, Richard Blundell was granted the title to Section 801 Hundred of 

Noarlunga.  This was subsequently subdivided and by 1866 the town was described as a 

regional centre in the midst of a fine agricultural district, where wheat, peas and potatoes 

were largely grown. 

 

The built heritage of Clarendon – its winery complex, former police station, shops, institute, 

churches, hotel, school and houses have been revitalized during the last 20 years.  Dating 

mainly from the late 1850’s to 1870’s, these buildings are constructed of local stone that is 

mellow and warm in colour. 

 

Much of the town’s early trade was built around local vineyards and around proximity to 

the Onkaparinga River and a rich farming hinterland.  This economy was enhanced when 

between 1894 and 1896 the Clarendon Weir was constructed.  Eventually, the weir was 

linked to Happy Valley reservoir. 

 

Clarendon was an isolated community.  Although only 18 miles from Adelaide, it took 

those early pioneers three days to negotiate the track by bullock dray.  This was 

particularly inconvenient for the womenfolk who did much of their shopping in Adelaide.  

Often ladies rose before dawn, completed chores and then trekked across grassland to 

O’Halloran Hill where they would wait for a coach.  After the day’s shopping they 

returned from Adelaide to O’Halloran Hill by coach and then walked back to Clarendon 

in the darkness carrying their parcels. 

 

In 1841 the first baby was born in Clarendon.  His name was Frederick Morphett, and he 

came into the world in a wooden hut situated on the hill overlooking the present site of 

the now Historic Hall. 

 

 

Education in Clarendon commenced shortly after 1850. 

The first Kindergarten session was in 1975. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


