
 

 

Dates to remember 

TUESDAY 

22nd August 

Group A & Occasional Care Book 
Week Dress Up 

THURSDAY 

24th August  
Group B Book Week Dress Up 

MONDAY 

28th August 
Group A Professional Photo Day 

WEDNESDAY  

30th August 

Pupil Free Day—NO KINDY for GROUP 
B children  
Staff professional development 

THURSDAY 

31st August  

Please note: CHANGE IN DATE  
Group B Professional Photo Day 

Butler Avenue   Pennington 
 Phone: (08) 8268 1200 

  

Email: dl.5640.leaders@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

Newsletter - August 2023   

Dear families,                                                                                                           August 2023 

We would like to warmly welcome all of our new children and families who have joined 

our Pennington learning community this term as part of the mid-year intake. This is a new 

State-wide initiative, where all preschools are offering two start dates for children de-

pending on their birthdate. The first in January (start of term 1) and the second in July 

(start of term 3). This change means that our groups are larger, 40 children in Group A and 

45 children in Group B. We also welcome new staff members, and so we have included a 

page of photos in this newsletter to help you put names to faces.  

BOOK WEEK: NEXT WEEK … book week is a long standing Australian tradition where chil-

dren in preschools and schools dress up as their favourite character from a book.  

Group A: Tuesday 24th August—dress up day 

Group B: Thursday 26th August—dress up day  

We encourage families to get creative and use what you find at home to dress up in. We 

also have loads of costumes at kindy and will have these available on the day, so children 

are also welcome to dress up once they arrive at kindy. We look forward to seeing every-

one. Our staff team love dressing up too!                                                     Kind Regards,  

                                                                                                                       Jessica & Michelle                 

                                                

mailto:dl.5640.leaders@schools.sa.edu.au


 

 

Group A & Occasional Care: Tuesday 22nd August 

Group B: Thursday 24th August 

BOOK 

WEEK 

Lizzie the Lizard August monthly 
message is 
 
“Asking questions everyday helps 

our brains to grow!”. 

“Questions give a voice to our wonderings. When 

we ask questions, it means we are sitting in that 

delightful place of the unknown. Children tend to 

ask questions because they are curious, intrigued 

and interested—a spark has been lit.”                                  

David Gilkes 

Read more about questioning strategies that open 

possibilities and pathways for children’s imagination, 

problem solving, theory making and curiosity… 

I have a question: Stretching thinking through the 

art of questioning - ABC Kids  

LIZZIE the 

LITERACY 

LIZARD 

https://www.abc.net.au/abckids/early-education/i-have-a-question-/102593340
https://www.abc.net.au/abckids/early-education/i-have-a-question-/102593340


 

 

Snapshot of learning from our Learning Plan  

Teaching and Learning Intention: Children develop 

their understanding of symbol systems 

As children develop as effective communicators, 

they are beginning to understand how symbols and 

pattern systems work. We have been focused on 

this area of learning so far this term, providing chil-

dren with many different ways to notice symbols 

and understand that they represent meaning.  

In other words, until children develop this founda-

tional knowledge, a letter of the alphabet for ex-

ample, written on a page or in a book, will only 

look like a squiggle/mark to a child until they learn 

to attach meaning to that letter.  

There are many symbols in a child’s world and we 

encourage you to notice and talk about them at 

home and within the community too.  

These photos show children noticing symbols used 

in Aboriginal artwork, flags and letters (just some 

of many types of symbols).  

Children are encouraged to notice, discuss and rep-

resent symbols themselves by drawing or creating. 

 

 



 

 

Snapshot of learning from our Learning Plan  

Teaching and Learning Intention: 

Keeping Safe Curriculum 

The Keeping Safe: Child Protection 

Curriculum is a mandatory framework 

delivered in preschools, primary and 

high schools. The learning aims to 

equip children with protective practic-

es and strategies to keep themselves 

safe. 

This term we are working on focus ar-

ea 3. Children are learning about their 

bodies, and how their body belongs to 

them. Part of this learning, is knowing 

the correct body part names. Children 

are invited to  draw (or trace) a body 

and label all the body parts. The skele-

ton puzzle and songs ‘Heads, shoul-

ders, knees, and toes (in Kaurna lan-

guage too) and ‘The Hokey Pokey’ are 

supporting children to engage in a 

playful way. 

Educators use puppets and stories to 

practice consent, for example we 

need to ask our friend first before we 

hug them and it’s okay to say “No!”.  

Please see the fact sheets from the 

Department for Education on the next 

page, and speak to any of our staff 

team if you have any questions.  



 

 

Pennington Children’s Centre Staff Team 

Tamara 

Teacher 

Courtney 

Teacher 

Georgie 

Kindy Educator 

Linda 

Currently on leave for 

Term 3 

Kindy Educator 

Lynne 

Kindy Educator 

Crystal 

Kindy Educator      

Ania 

Thurs & Fri 

Kindy Educator 

Weronika 

Occasional Care Educa-

tor & Kindy Educator      

Jessica 

Mon—Wed 

Director 

Michelle 

Wed—Fri 

Teacher & Director 

Daniella 

Tues—Thurs 

Admin & Finance 

Officer 

Dayna 

Mon—Thurs 

Kindy Educator 

Olivia 

Mon & Tues 

Kindy Educator 

Maria 

Wed—Fri 

Kindy Educator 

Leesa 

Friday — Teacher 

Maggie 

Community Development  

Co-ordinator 

Luja 

Monday—Playgroup 



 

 



 

 
Please note: Photos are for Kindy children only  



 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY 

1. Man with a Pram event – FREE—Sunday 3rd September  

To celebrate and support FATHERS and FATHER FIGURES in our lives—this is a fun,   
family friendly, free event with a breakfast, free giveaways and a Father’s Day gift.   



 

 

2. Parenting in Australia course—FREE—a workshop for multicultural 

families  

This course has 2 sessions. We are also offering a free creche, so your child/

children can attend and play while you join the session with other parents. 

Please book in by speaking to a staff member or Maggie, our community    



 

 

To download the app & find out more info, use this link:  

Early years app (education.sa.gov.au)  

A new app for parents and carers ... 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/early-years-app?SQ_VARIATION_808851=0


 

 

3. The Junction Community Centre   

The Junction Community Centre are offering a great opportunity for you to join a tour 
of local places of worship to explore and learn about cultural practices on Thursday 7 
September 2023. Booking are essential.  



 

 

4. Women’s Create—Pennington Children’s Centre   

An amazing opportunity for women to attend our Centre and meet/socialise with other 
women in the community. There is a free crèche available if required.  


