
                        

                                                                                                                             

Preschool Priority of Access Policy 
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PURPOSE 

 
In South Australia the majority of children enrolled in a preschool will reside within the catchment 

area of the preschool. Acceptance into a particular preschool is subject to the preschool’s 

capacity and available resources. Priority consideration will be given to children residing within the 

preschool’s local catchment area. 

 

A child in care is able to access and enrol at any government preschool. 

 

Applications from local families 

 
If more registrations of interest for a preschool are received from families living in the catchment 

area than available places, places will be offered based on whether one or more of the following 

criteria applies: 

o the child has siblings currently enrolled in the preschool service 

o the child has previously been in care 

o the child identifies as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 

o compassionate circumstances such as chronic homelessness, escaping domestic violence or 

recently orphaned 

o medical reasons, including severe illness and mental health reasons 

o circumstances that significantly impact on the welfare of the child or young person.  

o the child attends Rose Park Community Childcare full time 

o the length of time the child has lived in the preschool catchment area 

o distance of the child’s residence from the preschool (kms by road). 

 

A request to attend a preschool due to work commitments, learning difficulties, child care 

arrangements or to be with peers is not usually considered a reason for special consideration 

placement. 

 

Early childhood leaders in consultation with directors will identify available preschool options within 

the partnership to accommodate all children unplaced after the first round of enrolment offers. 

 

A child who has been unable to be offered a place within their local preschool and is directed by 

the partnership to a nearby preschool must be prioritised for placement over other non-local 

families. In circumstances where the preschool has reserved places, a reserved place is to be 

offered. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Applications from non-local families 
 

If the preschool has places available after enrolling local children, children in care and families 

referred by the partnership, places may be offered to children living outside of the preschool 

catchment area. 

 

When more registrations of interest for preschool are received from families living outside of the 

catchment area than available places, places will be offered based on whether one or more of the 

following criteria applies: 

o the child identifies as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 

o the child attends Rose Park Community Childcare full time 

o the child has siblings enrolled in a local school 

o the distance of the child’s residence from the preschool 

o transportation needs 

o special consideration placement  

 

Associated Documents 
 

Find a school or Preschool Website can be used to determine your local preschool. 

 

Preschool and School Enrolment Policy 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/doc/school-and-preschool-enrolment-policy 

 

 

IMPORTANT 
Attendance at Rose Park Preschool has no bearing on entry into Rose Park Primary School. 

 

 

Endorsed and ratified by Governing Council June 2022 

To be reviewed 2024 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/education-and-care-locations/find-school-or-preschool
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/doc/school-and-preschool-enrolment-policy

