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* DATES TO REMEMBER * 

 

Governing Council Meeting: 1:30pm 
 

Wednesday 16th September 
 

Term 3 Pupil Free Days: (Staff Training) 
 

NO PRESCHOOL 
 

Friday 4th September (Blue Group) 

& 
Friday 18th September (Blue Group) 

CONTACTING THE PRESCHOOL 
 

If you need to contact the Centre, it is best to use 
the Main Children’s Centre number. 

 

The preschool mobile is only used for sending  
information to families or for emergency use and 

is not always monitored. 
 

Please save the phone numbers listed below 
Into your contacts list: 

 

1. Main Children’s Centre Number:  85 232 575 

2. Preschool Mobile Number:  0428 986 816 
 

You can also contact the Centre via the Director’s 
email: dl.2624.director@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

     A note from the Director….. 
 

Second half of the year 

It’s amazing watching the children grow and develop over the year and it’s hard to believe that we are moving 

quickly through the second half of your child’s preschool year already. Although all children develop           

differently and at different rates, during the last six months of preschool we generally see a surge in       

children’s overall development. 
 

For the rest of the year we will continue to monitor your child’s overall development, as we have for the first 

two terms. We will also continue to plan activities that build upon their strengths and develop their overall 

skills through a play based program as outlined in the Early Years Learning Framework for Australia. 
 

Getting organised for school 

If you have any questions regarding your child starting at a particular school, it is best to contact the school 

directly. If you haven’t already done so, please contact the school that your child will be  attending in 2021 

to start the enrolment process.  
 

At the end of the year we will forward a copy of your child’s ‘Summative Learning Statement’ to their school 

so it is important to keep us updated if your choice of school changes. Schools will be in contact with you 

about the next steps to their  enrolment process. Some schools organise to visit children while they are at 

preschool and some will meet your child on their first visit to school. 
 

The transition from preschool to school can be a time of mixed emotions for both parents and children. At 

this stage, some parents will be feeling confident that their child will have a successful transition to school 

and some may be feeling apprehensive. Even though there is a lot of discussion about starting school at this 

time of the year, there is still plenty of time for your child to continue to build their skills and confidence. As 

I mentioned previously, we generally see a surge in children’s overall development as they head towards the 

end of the year. 



 

If parents want  

to give their children  

a gift,  

the best thing they can 

do is to teach their 

children to  

love challenges,  

be intrigued by mistakes,  
 

and keep on learning. 
 

 

- Carol Dweck - 

 

     Continued….. 
 

Emergent Literacy 

Emergent Literacy skills are the building blocks for learning to read and write. We are continuing to work on 

Emergent Literacy Skills this term, particularly around consolidating Rhyming and Syllables along with     

starting more targeted work around Print Awareness and Alliteration (the sounds heard in words). This will 

continue into Term 4. 
 

Thanks for your feedback 

Our educators are a passionate team who work well together to improve outcomes for children and their   

families. Our educators work longer than their allocated work hours to keep up with the planning, documenting 

and setting up of activities for your children in line with their interests. So it’s not surprising that at this 

time of the year, educators are also getting excited to see that all their hard work throughout the first half 

of the year is really paying off. 
 

This year has been such a challenging year for everyone. In past years, it was  easier for us to chat to       

families and for them to chat to us. We are all doing the best we can with the  parameters we are working in. 

If you need to talk to an educator about your child, but they look a little busy at the gate, please come in to             

the Reception area and see myself or Tina - we can organise for an educator to call you to arrange a suitable 

time for a chat. You can also contact me via email: DL.2624.director@schools.sa.edu.au or phone the centre 

on: 85 232 575.  
 

Families have been telling us stories of their children talking at home about the learning experiences they 

have enjoyed here, such as the songs they have learned, stories they have read or activities they have      

participated in and how they have influenced and made a difference in their child’s life outside of preschool.  
 

Thanks for sharing your stories with us - we really do appreciate your feedback. We would also like to thank 

you for your feedback on the children’s Learning Discovery Books. If you have not yet seen your child’s  

Learning Discovery Book and would like to make a time to see it, please let an educator know. 

Christine Townsend 
 (Director) 



Learning Program 
Here’s some of the activities and learning that has been happening in the preschool:  

 As part of teaching the Child Protection Curriculum, both red and blue group had a visit 

from a Police Officer to talk to the children - highlighting safety in cars and on bikes but   

most of all let the children know that the Police are here to help! During his visit, Police        

Officer Randel engaged with the children in their play, helping to develop their trust in the 

Police so your children will feel more comfortable to go to them if they ever need help.       

Police Officer Randel also encouraged the children to say “Hello” to Police Officers if they 

see them out and about. This will also help to build their confidence to ask for help if they 

need in the future. 

 

 Climbing on the new rope playground - with this experience, children have the opportunity 

to develop physical and gross motor skills, assess and take risks, practice turn taking and 

problem solve. 

 Construction play using the Mobilo sets and the wooden blocks - children are developing 

their curiosity, problem solving and confidence as they build and test the limits of their       

creations. 

 Building at the woodwork table - developing skills and abilities such as following safety        

instructions and risk taking, self-help, turn taking and sharing, gross motor, hand-eye            

coordination, questioning and problem solving (e.g. how long is the nail, how thick is the 

wood - will the nail be too long for the wood?)  

 



Learning Program 
Here’s some of the activities and learning that has been happening in the preschool:  

 

 Tasting /eating fresh produce from our veggie garden - we have grown a variety of lettuce, 

silver beet, celery, beans, peas and cauliflower which the children have been nibbling on! 

Some of the children have even taken some bags of lettuce to enjoy at home!  

 Experimenting with Clay - clay is quite different to playdough in that it is harder and needs 

water to keep it pliable. As the children work the clay to make it softer, they are developing 

their fine motor skills -  needed to hold pencils and pens. Working with clay also develops 

children’s curiosity, creativity, problem solving skills and their confidence to try new things. 

 Learning about the baby growing in Libby’s belly - the children have had the opportunity to 

watch Libby’s ultrasound and look at 3D photos to help them understand and process what 

is happening to Libby and why her belly is getting bigger! Libby will be here until the last day 

of Term 3, so there have also been discussions to help the children process the reason why 

Libby won’t be back in Term 4. 

 Story telling and pretend play with puppets - children have been developing early literacy 

skills while performing puppet shows. Educators have been filming the shows and we have 

been watching them during group times. Educators have also been encouraging the       

children to develop a narrative or story line, (e.g. a problem to be solved), consisting of       

beginning, middle and end. The children have really enjoyed seeing themselves on the big 

screen at the end of the day during group time! 

 



CHECK OUT OUR FABULOUS CHILDREN’S CENTRE PROGRAMS AND PLAYGROUPS! 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON! 

 
We are here for you!  

  
If we can help in any way, please call or email and we 
will do our best to find support and connections to 

help you through this tough time….    
 

Please, don’t be afraid to contact the myself or 
Jayne here at the Centre if you need help to connect 

with Emergency Relief Agencies such as Housing, 
Health, or Family Support Services, Domestic Violence 

Services or Foodbank and Red Cross.  
 

The Centre has food/care packs for families who 
might be struggling or needing a little extra to get 

them through the week.  
 

 Some of our Family & Community playgroups and     
programs have started back at the Centre.  

All families are welcome but space are limited so 
please call or text to register your space.  

 

Until then…  
 

Please Take Care and  Stay In Touch! Regards Kim x  
 

My Contact Details: mobile: 0408 192 143  
or email: kim.wright2@sa.gov.au 


