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Philosophy Statement 

Mary Bywaters Kindergarten has a strong history in the Township of Old Reynella which spans over 

70 years.  During this time the kindergarten has made strong relationships with the local businesses 

and people of Old Reynella.  Therefore our learning program has a focus on working collaboratively 

with our local businesses and people in order to support the development of a sense of belonging in 

our community. 

At Mary Bywaters Kindergarten; 

 We are committed to providing a high quality education program that is inclusive, equitable and 

accessible to all families.   Our program supports all children to progress against the five 

Learning Outcomes of the Early Years Learning Framework.   

 We believe all children are capable and competent learners and learn best when engaged in 

challenging and meaningful experiences that build on their past experiences, current ideas and 

interests.  Therefore, our play-based program and learning environment are intentionally set up 

to encourage children to be in charge of their own learning.  We utilise our amazing outdoor 

learning space to create opportunities for children to explore, create and challenge their own 

ideas and theories to make meaning of their world and develop their sense of being through 

loose parts and risky play. 

 We have a strong focus on relationships with all children and their families.  We value the 

diversity within our community and work in partnership with families to develop a rich 

knowledge of each child as a learner to ensure we are providing learning experiences that are 

meaningful to everyone.  We engage families in shared decision making about curriculum to 

ensure each learners culture and needs are met and educators are actively being responsive to 

all children. 

 We openly communicate with all families to better understand our community’s diverse 

cultural heritage.  We respect each family as their child’s first and most influential educator and 

we work in partnership with families to set learning goals for every child together. 

 We believe that by providing consistent emotional stability we can support children to develop 

a strong sense of wellbeing.  In developing a positive self-awareness, we are striving to support 

children to become resilient in the face of setbacks and develop a growth mindset towards 

learning and life. 

 We actively participate in caring for our environment and we promote sustainable practices 

through educating and working with our children, families and our wider community.  

Throughout our learning program we embed sustainable practices as we want our children to 

develop a lifelong, respectful, positive and proactive attitude towards our environment and a 

sustainable future.  Our learning program supports our children to connect and learn from 

nature. 

 Our educators believe that professional learning is fundamental to improving our own practice 

and therefore improving outcomes for all learners.  We spend quality time reflecting on our 

program and practice to continually challenge ourselves to celebrate our successes and 

consider alternative ways of working to support every learner to demonstrate progress against 

the 5 Learning Outcomes of the Early Years Learning Framework. 


