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Welcome
Welcome to the Tintinara Preschool. We hope you and your child will thoroughly enjoy your time with us. Starting Preschool is a very special milestone in your child’s life and that of your family! 
This handbook is a reference for Tintinara Preschool. Please keep it in a handy place to refer to throughout the year. 
Session Times
The Preschool offers the following sessions during school term time:

Tuesdays: 8.30 am – 3.15 pm

Alternate Wednesdays: 8.30am – 11.30am (even weeks)
Thursdays: 8.30 am – 3.15 pm
Staff and Contact Details
Preschool Teacher: Jenny Prior
Early Childhood Worker: Kathryn Doecke

Preschool Support: Tracey Leske
School Phone: 8757 2120
Address: 37 Wendt Tce. (PO Box 1596), Tintinara 5266

Email: jenny.rossiter892@schools.sa.edu.au
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Enrolment Policy and Preschool Fees
Starting Preschool

Government preschools have one intake at the beginning of each year for children who turn 4 years of age before 1 May. Children who turn 4 years of age on or after 1 May can start preschool the following year.

Eligible children who enrol after the commencement of the school year are able to start at a mutually agreed time between the parents/guardians and principal/preschool teacher.
It is recommended families consider their child’s readiness to commence preschool prior to enrolling in a preschool program. Children are eligible to access preschool in the calendar year prior to commencing school. 
Aboriginal children

Aboriginal children are eligible to attend preschool after their 3rd birthday. In these circumstances, children attend for an average of 12 hours per week. At the beginning of the year in which the child turns 4 years of age before 1 May, the child can access their full preschool entitlement of 15 hours per week.

Aboriginal children may either start school when they reach the age of eligibility for enrolment at a government school or continue at preschool until they turn 6 years of age.

Children in care

Children who are or have been in care are eligible to attend preschool after their 3rd birthday. In these circumstances, children may attend for an average of 12 hours per week.

Children who are or have been in care may either start school when they reach the age of eligibility for enrolment at a government school or continue at preschool until they turn 6 years of age.

Gifted and talented learners

Children granted early entry to a school by the principal, as per the curriculum, pedagogy, assessment and reporting: early childhood services to Year 12 policy, are eligible to attend a preschool program over 4 terms in the year before they start school, commencing at the beginning of the calendar year.

The child’s preschool enrolment is conditional on the principal of the school confirming, in writing, the child’s early entry to school and their commencement date.
Other enrolments 

Early Entry 
Requests for early entry to a preschool are assessed on a case by case basis by the principal or teacher. Early entry to preschool is not guaranteed and children who meet the eligibility requirements for preschool are given priority for enrolment over early entry enrolments.
A principal or teacher may grant a child early entry to a preschool program based on the following considerations:

· the child will continue to access preschool at the same service the following year

· the preschool has the capacity to accept the enrolment within existing resources

· additional time at preschool is likely to significantly improve the child’s learning, wellbeing and developmental outcomes

· there has been consultation between the principal/teacher, parents/guardians and relevant departmental staff and agencies.
Early entry to preschool may be offered to:

· children with additional needs and/or disability

· children with significant extenuating family or individual circumstances

· children with emerging English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD)

· children who are at significant risk due to family circumstances.

The child may attend preschool for up to 6 hours per week in Term 4, prior to the child starting their eligible preschool year. Children accessing early entry may be eligible to access support services.
Extended transition to school 

When a parent/guardian request a child has additional time at preschool, a principal and teacher may grant an extended transition to school, of 1 additional term at preschool, based on the following considerations:

· the child has additional needs and/or disability and has a personalised learning plan (One Plan)

· there has been consultation between the principal, director, parents/guardian and student support services staff

· additional time in the preschool environment will maximise the child’s educational outcomes

· the preschool has the physical capacity to support the extended transition to school.

The enrolment of the child is at the school, and during the transition period the school will be responsible for providing additional staffing and resources required to support the child within the preschool setting.

Children who meet the eligibility requirements for preschool are given priority for preschool enrolment over extended transition arrangements.
Proof of Age Requirements

It is a requirement of the Department of Education that parents or guardians must provide proof of their child’s birth date at the time of enrolling in preschool. 
One of the following documents will be accepted:

· Immunisation History Statement

· passport

· birth certificate

· official Centrelink documentation that states the child’s name and birth date.

Preschool Staff are required to sight ONE of the above documents. A photocopy of the documentation will be kept securely with your child’s enrolment form. 

Immunisation Requirements for Preschool

From August 2020, children will not be able to enrol in or attend early childhood services unless all immunisation requirements are met (No Jab, No Play). Parents and carers with children enrolled in a government early childhood service (such as preschool, rural care, occasional care, family day care or respite care service) will be asked to provide approved immunisation records for their child.

Parents or guardians are requested to provide an Immunisation History Statement at the time of enrolling in preschool. See https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/immunisation-requirements-early-childhood-services for more information.
Student Free Days in the Preschool
The Preschool, in accordance with Department of Education Policy, is allocated 2 student free days that are specific to Preschool and therefore the actual dates may differ to those of the school. As much prior warning will be given as possible. The head office in Murray Bridge is responsible for deciding these dates.

Fees
The Material and Service Charge is currently $70.00 for each student per term. This is CPI indexed and is set by the Governing Council on an annual basis. The Materials and Services Charge is paid to the School front office on receipt of a tax invoice. If you are experiencing difficulties in paying, please speak with the Preschool Teacher and/or the School Finance Officer.
What does my child need?
· The Preschool uniform, is optional but is worn by most children. It is available for ordering and purchase from the Front Office of the School.  The uniform also includes a coloured polo shirt. Each Preschool child will be allocated to one of the House Teams - Messent (Green) or Ngarkat (Red) - upon enrolment. School Front Office staff will help families with this.
· A backpack is essential. It must be of a reasonable size to hold your child’s belongings, including the A4 Communication folder. School Backpacks are available for ordering and purchase from the school and are popular with Preschool Families.
· Lunch bag: label clearly with your child’s name on top and pack with a freezer block all year round to keep food cool. Select one that your child can easily open and close. Pack 
1) recess - fruit plus something healthy, 
2) lunch - suggestions are included in this pack

3) afternoon healthy snack: such as fruit, vegetables, cheese, yoghurt etc.
· Water bottle: named and filled with water, preferably transparent.
· Hat: a named broad brimmed hat, navy blue in colour, for outside play in Terms 1 and 4 of each year, these can be ordered and purchased from the School Front Office.

· Rubber boots, jacket and (optional) beanie – for outside play during Terms 2 and 3 of each year. These items need to be named and can be kept at Preschool for the duration of Terms 2 and 3, so that your child can be dressed appropriately for outside play in the cooler months.

· A library bag is required if children wish to borrow from the library. The ideal size is 45-50cm wide and 30-35cm deep.
· Children will be given a Communication Book for messages between families and the Preschool. The book will be provided in a clear plastic pouch that will be used to hold notes that are sent home. 
Please check this everyday ( 
· For Relaxation – a small cushion and throw rug/sheet stored in a named pillowcase for hanging on a hook. Pillowcases can be supplied by Preschool.
· A spare set of clothes is needed for each child in case of major spills or messy accidents. Please name all clothing. It can be kept in your child’s backpack or locker in a named plastic bag.
· Clearly name all clothing and possessions please; this helps your child to be responsible and care for their belongings.
· We do provide smocks for painting and craft activities; however, children may get paint on their clothes and that is why a uniform is preferred by current families.
· Healthy Eating - Tintinara Preschool promotes Healthy Eating. Parents/caregivers are encouraged to pack healthy food options for Preschool children to eat. NO FOODS CONTAINING NUTS 
· Birthdays are very special times when children can celebrate with their friends with cupcakes or other items to share. Please speak to the Preschool Teacher about this beforehand.
· Independence - Beginning preschool is a step in developing independence. Families are encouraged to allow preschoolers to carry their own bag and unpack it themselves at preschool in the morning. Families can support children to develop their independence by being organised and following predictable routines. This will help children to be able to do things for themselves. You might help children pack the preschool bag and get their preschool uniform out ready the night before. 
Arrival, pick up and bus access 
Preschoolers are to arrive at Preschool between 8:30am and 8:45am on Tuesday, alternate Wednesday and Thursday mornings. The Preschool Program starts at 8.30am. Children and families are not allowed on the school grounds prior to 8.30am.The preschool attendance is submitted at 8:45am; therefore, if your child arrives after 8:45am they must be signed in at the School Front Office. 
To aid a productive start to your child’s day, please ensure that they arrive on time in the mornings. On arrival at the Preschool your child can unpack their own bag. This will aid in developing their independence and lays the foundations for solid personal organisation skills. Some children may experience bouts of separation anxiety at morning drop off time. Preschool Staff are skilled in supporting children and their families with this important transition. In preparation for this, it is important that all families plan ahead and create predictable routines for their children. Be very clear in communicating to your child about what the routine is for your family – this will go a long way towards ensuring your child is able to cope more readily with the changes in their life. For example, tell your child who is dropping them off at Preschool and who is picking them up. 

Preschool Dismissal time is 3:15pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Alternate Wednesday dismissal is at 11.30am. Families are asked to please wait outside the Preschool gate. This enables the preschoolers to complete their busy pack up time efficiently. Children being picked up in person walk from the Preschool, outside to meet their parents/caregivers, with a Preschool Staff member supervising this. Children catching the bus will walk over to the Bus Bay (which is near the Library) with a Preschool Staff member on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

School Bus access for Preschool Children

Preschool children can travel to and from Preschool by bus ONLY when permission has been granted by the School Principal. Access to the School Bus Service is only given when certain criteria are met, which includes but is not limited to; over 5 km distance from the school, there is room on the bus as priority is given to school aged children. It is not compulsory that a Preschool Child has an approved car seat/booster seat for the bus. This is at the discretion of the parent/caregiver. However the preschool child must be able to secure themselves into the booster seat and release themselves, without any other assistance for the Principal to give approval for the booster seat to be used. Preschool Children who travel home by bus will be taken over to the bus lines by Preschool staff.
Please Note: Tintinara Preschool is in a LOW RISK BUSHFIRE AREA. On days of Catastrophic Fire Danger – the Preschool will remain open however the school buses will NOT run. 
Communication with families
Preschool children have a Communication Book. This Communication Book is given to each child on their first day of Preschool in a named zip-up pouch.
Responsibility of families
· It is very important the Communication Book is checked every night when returning home from preschool. It may contain notes from teachers, sometimes giving information that has a short time frame. 

· Families are to initial notes when they have been read. 

· Preschoolers must bring their Communication Book into preschool every day 

· Please keep the Communication book open to the most recent page

Responsibility of Preschool Staff

· Preschool Staff will check Communication Books every morning, checking for important notes/forms/reply slips from families. If needed a reply will be written or the note initialled by Preschool Staff.

· Preschool Staff will forward any notes/reply slips from families to the Front Office

· Preschool Staff will write notes to families, usually relevant to your child’s well-being and behaviour. 

· Preschool Staff will glue in notes about things happening at preschool for families to read.

Changes to regular routines for pickup must to be communicated to the preschool. This can be done via:

· a phone call to the Front Office to leave a message with the staff who will then inform the Preschool Staff, or 
· a signed and dated note in your child’s Communication Book. 
Changes to Bus travel plans must be communicated to the preschool via:

· a phone call to the Front Office to leave a message with the staff who will then inform the Preschool Staff, or 
· a signed and dated note in your child’s Communication Book, or

· a BUS TRAVEL ABSENCE NOTIFICATION form (on the back of the school newsletter) please send this into Preschool in your child’s Communication Folder.
Speaking with Preschool Staff
Parents and Caregivers are very welcome to contact Preschool Staff with any queries or concerns that you may have. Certainly at drop off and pick up times the opportunity is there for a brief conversation. However, if it is something of a more in-depth nature you can request an appointment in your child’s Communication book or email. 
Newsletters 

Parents are informed of activities, special events and matters that affect the Preschool through a Preschool newsletter, which is sent home usually once a term. The School newsletter is sent home three times each term to keep parents informed about the whole school community including Preschool; this is sent home with the youngest school child or only child in the family who attends the Preschool.
Absences - including family holidays and illness 
If an absence is planned (i.e. Dentist/Specialist appointment), a written note from a parent/caregiver can be sent in prior to the absence taking place explaining why and when your child will be absent. The preschool staff are then able to plan around this absence.

If the absence is unplanned a phone call to the school on 8757 2120, an SMS to 0488 535 079, or an email to dl.0438.info@schools.sa.edu.au is required, with a short reason as to why the child is absent (e.g. family reasons or ill) by 9:10am of the day of their absence. The school front office staff will then pass the message onto the Preschool. If a phone call, email or text message hasn't been received by this time, the school front office will generate a text through their absentee program which will be sent to your nominated mobile number asking you to ring the school front office to explain the absence. These messages are generated between 9:30-10.00am. If an absence remains unexplained for more than two consecutive days, a staff member may contact you regarding the child’s wellbeing and to explain the absence.
All absences from the preschool must be explained by the parent/caregiver with the appropriate reason the child was away. This is usually by a note in your child’s communication book. 
'Notification of Student Absence' forms are printed on the back of all the school newsletters, are available on the school website, and spare copies are kept in the Front Office. A signed and dated note explaining the child’s absence placed in their Communication Book is also an accepted form of communicating.

If an absence of longer than two days is planned (e.g. family holiday), an ED175 (Application for Exemption from preschool) is to be filled in by the parent/caregiver and returned to the preschool for approval by the Principal prior to the absence taking place. These forms are available from the Front Office and can be sent home with your child on request, or are also on the school website.

Many families find it useful to keep newsletters at home together on a clip or pinboard, to refer to later and to access Absence and Bus forms. For your child to maximise their learning, unnecessary absences should be avoided.

Illness

When your child is unwell at preschool Preschool Staff will make a judgement about your child’s wellbeing. If a child continues to feel unwell, they may be encouraged to have a lie down in a quiet area of the classroom. When this does not resolve the child’s discomfort, a phone call will be made to parents to collect the child from the preschool. 

In cases when it is clear that children are very unwell, parents will be notified straight away. Children are collected from the Preschool. The child must be signed out through the Front Office by a parent/caregiver prior to them leaving.
Infectious diseases

There may be times when your child will need to be excluded from attending the Preschool due to an infectious disease. Exclusion is a necessary procedure to keep the other Preschool children safe. If you are at all unsure as to the best course of action, please contact the Preschool and/or your Doctor. You can also refer to the ‘You’ve Got What’ Reference:

http://www.dh.sa.gov.au/pehs/youve-got-what.htm 

Medical Conditions
Children with LONG TERM medical conditions (e.g. asthma) must provide an up to date Health Care Plan with their enrolment. Preschool Staff can provide more information at time of enrolment. 

Health Care Plans are to be updated annually.
Medication to be given at preschool (such as antibiotics) can only be given if the following has been undertaken;

· A Medication Agreement is completed signed and dated 
· The prescription sticker MUST BE on the medication and the medication must be in its original packaging even if it is ‘over the counter medication’ e.g. antihistamine medication

· Use by dates must be clearly visible.
· Please speak to Preschool Staff if you have any questions regarding this procedure.
[image: image3.emf]Allergy and Anaphylaxis Warning 
Owing to health concerns for several children in the Preschool and Junior School, we are currently excluding nuts from the Preschool and School. We ask that Preschool children DO NOT BRING FOODS CONTAINING NUTS FOR RECESS, LUNCH or HEALTHY SNACK, as this could have serious implications for some of their classmates. Children with severe allergies can have a dangerous anaphylactic reaction just by using the door handle touched by someone eating peanuts or peanut-based food, and so this is a matter of importance. We trust that you will support our Preschool and School families. As new or updated information is provided to the Preschool and School, families will be updated through the year about the necessary precautions required.

Personal Hygiene    

At Preschool, the children utilise the child size toilets located within the preschool building. Early in the year, preschool children will be reminded to go to the toilet throughout the preschool day. As the year progresses, preschool children will be supported to become more responsible for self-regulating the need to go to the toilet. It is important for children that they can start preschool with the appropriate self-help skills to use the toilet, wash their hands and blow their nose independently. Please talk with preschool staff if there are concerns in this area. 

Many Preschooler’s have toileting ‘accidents’. We know this is a normal part of growing up and preschool staff will support students to change. Families are asked to supply:

· a spare set of pants (shorts or long pants) – These do not need to be the preschool uniform. Plain blue, inexpensive shorts or leggings are small to fit into a preschool bag and would be suitable.

· a spare item of underwear in a plastic bag

ALL PRESCHOOLERS will need named spare clothes packed in their preschool bag EVERYDAY.
If your child requires a change, they will be supported to use their own set of ‘spares’. A yellow ‘toileting report’ slip will record any toileting accidents and will be stuck into your child’s Communication Book. This will indicate that the spares have been used and will need to be replaced. In the case where there are no spare clothes available, parents may need to be called to collect their child or bring a clean set of spare clothes into the preschool. 
Child Health and First Aid
If your child is unwell, preschool staff will contact you or one of your emergency contacts. 
In the event that none your contacts cannot be reached, your child will be cared for in the preschool or in the sick room in the school front office if this is deemed as the most appropriate course of action by the preschool staff or school principal. 
Staff and temporary relieving teachers are trained in First Aid Training, Asthma Management, Anaphylaxis Management and other relevant training that is required. First aid will be administered, where needed, at Preschool and a note sent home to inform you. Please sign and return First Aid notes in your child’s Communication folder. First Aid kits are carried with us on excursions along with requirements identified in individual child health care plans. 
Record Keeping
· The preschool maintains written records of minor and major injuries.
· Parents/guardians will be informed of all first aid treatment that has been carried out. Parents will receive a phone call about major injuries, including head injuries. 
· All emergency numbers/contacts to be kept current with appropriate information readily available to preschool staff. Parents/caregivers are requested to contact the preschool if their details change.
· Parents/caregivers of children with medical conditions will be issued a Health Care and/or Action Plan form that is completed by a medical practitioner.  The form will advise of first aid procedures to be followed and/or daily medical requirements. A copy of this will be kept in the preschool in the Action Plan Folder and a copy will be kept in children’s records in the school front office.

· A photographic chart identifying children at risk with special medical needs will be on display in the school staffroom and as appropriate in the preschool, outlining medical conditions and appropriate first aid.
Emergency Situations

Should an emergency occur at the Preschool and/or in the school and a child requires urgent medical treatment we will attempt to get them to your preferred Doctor via an ambulance.

However, if the incident is non-life threatening, staff will administer appropriate first aid and will contact the parent/caregiver to come and collect the child to take them to a hospital. In both cases, parents/caregivers will be contacted as soon as it is practical to do so.
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Special Events and Learning Celebrations 
Excursions

On occasions the Preschool children will be involved in excursions around the local community. If the children travel further than 1 km outside of Tintinara a permission note will go home to parents. Otherwise a general permission slip is signed on entry into Preschool that covers your child for any local excursions.

School Sports Day

This is usually held in Term One of the school year. It is a whole school event that sees the Preschoolers join in some fun team games and events with the Junior School students. 

Tintinara Area School and Preschool has two house teams - Ngarkat (red) and Messent (green). These houses are named after the two major National Parks in our area. Houses are allocated according to age, gender balance and student numbers at the time of your child’s enrolment. Younger siblings from the same family will be in the same house regardless of these requirements.

Children remain in the same houses when they transition to Foundation. Children participate in their Houses for Sports Day.  A Preschool polo shirt is part of the preschool uniform. This is either green (Messent) or red (Ngarkat), and is to be worn as your child’s preschool uniform as well as for Sports Day.
School Swimming Carnival/Splash Day

This is usually held in Term One of the school year. This takes place at the Coonalpyn Swimming Pool, in the shallow wading pool, at the same time the school is holding their swimming carnival in the big pool. All preschoolers will need sun-safe hats, thongs, towel, goggles (optional), bathers (swimming pull ups if needed), rashie and lots of sunscreen! The Preschoolers have fun playing team games such as relay races wading across the shallow paddling pool. Parents/Caregivers transport their children to and from Coonalpyn for the day. More information will be sent home to families closer to the event.

Library

One lesson a fortnight the Preschool children visit the library. Library bags are needed and then children can borrow 3 books or 1 DVD. Previously borrowed items need to be returned and then children can reborrow the following fortnight. Please teach your child to care for borrowed items. Reading books together daily is one of the best activities you can do to develop a love of reading and learning. The library is open to the community for families to visit during the week.
Presentation Ceremony
The Preschool joins in with the Tintinara Area School Presentation Ceremony which is held in the last week of the school year. The Presentation Ceremony is a wonderful way to celebrate the year and is a highlight on the events calendar. Families, including Aunts, Uncles, and Grandparents etc. come along to the School and enjoy a performance. Further information will be sent home to families prior to this event taking place.

Preschool Photos

The Preschool joins in with Tintinara Area School for the taking of professional photos. Families can order a variety of different photos from the professional photography team. Further information will be sent home to families prior to this event taking place.

Family Involvement and Participation
Throughout the course of your child’s time at Preschool, there are many opportunities for parent/caregiver involvement and participation, e.g. Sports Day, Splash Day, birthdays, excursions, About Me posters, etc. Specific information about these events will be sent home to families at the appropriate time. Please let us know if you have particular skills you would like to use with the Preschool children.
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Governing Council 
Parents and Caregivers are encouraged to be involved at Governing Council level.

If you are interested in finding out more about this, please contact Preschool Staff.

Meetings for the Governing Council of Tintinara Area School and Preschool are usually held on the 3rd and 8th Monday of each school term. The elected Early Years Representative takes issues from the Early Years Sub Committee to the Governing Council.

Behaviour Management

The goals of our behaviour management policy is to ensure that the Preschool is

· Safe

· Supportive

· Friendly

· Caring

Our policy is to promote

· A positive attitude

· Sharing

· Taking turns

· Respecting others

· Positive behaviours
· Respecting the Preschool environment and resources
We will discourage

· Negative talk and attitudes

· Running indoors

· Hitting

· Biting

· Throwing sand and objects

· Inappropriate language e.g. swearing, name calling

· Inappropriate behaviour e.g. pinching, unwanted hugging or kissing 

· Pushing and shoving

To encourage acceptable behaviour, staff will

· Model appropriate behaviour suitable to the children’s age and understanding

· Arrange the environment to develop behaviours that are acceptable

· Use descriptive encouragement where appropriate behaviour is occurring. (e.g. ‘Walking inside is safe, then we don’t bump into people. Well done’)

Consequences to Behaviour Choices
· When unacceptable behaviour is occurring staff will use the ‘Time In’ approach, in which children are encouraged to find a ‘Thinking Spot’ that provides a time and place that they might need for extra support in dealing with their emotions and behaviour. The Preschool Staff might say to a child, ‘Come with me and we will find a thinking spot where we can talk and think about what is going on.’ The individual needs of the child and the safety of the other children and preschool staff will be taken into account when developing appropriate strategies for encouraging acceptable behaviour.


· If a child exhibits violent or threatening behaviour toward anyone, the child will be supported by staff, together with parents/caregivers to learn to make more appropriate choices.  If required other School or Department for Education staff will be called upon to support the child.
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia – Belonging, Being and Becoming (EYLF) is the curriculum used at Tintinara Preschool. The EYLF promotes the vision that ‘All children experience learning that is engaging and builds success for life.’ This is the development of life skills and competencies through nurturing of a positive sense of self. This is a crucial aspect of the individual child’s development that is nurtured and fostered in the Preschool program. Play is an essential aspect of learning for young children and planning for play is the central component in developing a curriculum that integrates all areas of a child’s development through play. 
Other curriculum documents include:
· The Indicators of Preschool Numeracy and Literacy

· MYTERN (An Emotional Health and Resilience Program)

· Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum
LEARNING JOURNALS – Each Preschooler builds up a portfolio of art work and photographs over their year in Preschool. These are shared at Parent/Teacher Interviews. Learning Journals are your record to keep at the end of your child’s Preschool year.
INDIVIDUAL LEARNING PLANS (ILP’s) - ILP’s are used at Tintinara Preschool to facilitate specific goal setting for each child, twice a year. The ILP’s provide an opportunity for children and their families to have a say in the creation of this Plan as well as Preschool Staff being able to use this information in meaningful ways when setting goals and communicating with children and their families. 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS - These are formal conversations held with families at specific times of the year in accordance with Tintinara Area School or as requested by Preschool Staff and/or families.  
STATEMENT OF LEARNING - This document is a way of sharing with families the Learning Journey that their child has completed at Tintinara Preschool and paves the way for future learning at school and beyond. Statements of learning are a Department for Education requirement but we also value it as a great tool in reflecting on the many different ways each child has grown and developed during their time at Tintinara Preschool. We encourage families to take the time to read this document. Together with your child’s Learning Journal you will gain a clear picture of the abilities, strengths and dispositions that each individual child possesses as a learner.
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Risky Play and Growth Mindset 

Risk is purposefully present within our education, care and everyday activities. The  and staff at Tintinara Preschool strongly believe that children need to come across risks regularly in order to learn how to respond positively to challenging situations and how to deal with new situations. Powerful learners have a 'growth mindset’ which is the belief that they are capable of learning and achieving with effort. Children are encouraged to evaluate benefits and risks when preparing for excursions.
S -  Science

T - Technology

E - Engineering

M – Maths
and the Early Years Learning Framework
What is STEM in Early Childhood? 

STEM is the integration of a range of different learning areas with a Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths focus.
STEM in preschool can be experienced through a vast range of learning opportunities and experiences. For example; bubble printing, creating ramps to roll objects down, water play,  building walls and structure from blocks, creating a house for pigs (or other fairy tale themes), gardening, using Loose Parts to create pattern and geometric shapes, to create roads, building ‘cubby houses’, mud play and cooking….the list and opportunities for exploring are endless!

Dispositions for Learning

The Early Years Learning Framework also provides opportunities for the development of positive dispositions, which continue to grow and develop throughout Preschool and beyond.
The Early Years Learning Framework identifies positive dispositions for learning as:
· enthusiasm – being interested and excited
· curiosity – wanting to know why
· commitment – taking ownership and responsibility
· persistence – not giving up when things become difficult or challenging
· confidence – to try a new experience
· cooperation – working together as part of a team
· reflexivity – reflecting/thinking about experiences

Created by Michelle Desmazures 2015, updated 2016, updated July 2017, updated February 2018. Updated by Jenny Prior Oct 2020, Sept 2021
QA 1 – Educational Program & Practice (Standard 1.1, Elements 1.1.3, 1.1.4, 1.1.6) National Regulations: 75 – 76

QA 6 – Collaborative partnerships with families and communities (Standard 6.1, Elements 6.1.3) National Regulations: 73, 75-76, 80, 86, 99, 102, 111, 157, 168, 171, 173
What to Pack. Please make sure that EVERYTHING is clearly named.


Your child will need the following in their bag every day:





Lunch box	(Recess, Lunch and Healthy Snack – Recess only on Wednesdays)


Drink bottle	(Preferably transparent with water only)


Communication Book			(inside zip pack – these are provided by the Preschool)


Spare clothing			(underwear and pants)


Hat 					(Terms 1 and 4)     


Rubber boots and Jacket    	 	(Terms 2 and 3)                              			  





Thank you for helping your child to be organised and prepared for each Preschool day.





�






IF YOUR CHILD IS AT ALL UNWELL – PLEASE KEEP THEM AT HOME TO REST AND RECOVER





Try again in 24 Hours


 Fever above 37.5c


· Hard Cough


· Consistent runny nose


· Diarrhoea or vomiting


· Undiagnosed Rashes


· Uncovered Sores


· Unusual Colour


· Sore throat or swollen glands





Join us if parents can be on call


 


 Fever Free for 24 hours


· Sporadic cough


· Minimal runny nose





Okay to come and play!


 


 Mild, infrequent cough


· Clear runny nose


· Active, Playful and rested














For a comprehensive list of conditions and exclusion periods please see the SA Health Website listed below. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/health+topics/health+conditions+prevention+and+treatment/infectious+diseases/exclusion+from+childcare+preschool+school+and+work" �http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/health+topics/health+conditions+prevention+and+treatment/infectious+diseases/exclusion+from+childcare+preschool+school+and+work� 





For more information about Preschool, visit the Preschool website: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/tintinara-preschool" �www.preschools.sa.gov.au/tintinara-preschool�





For Parenting Information or suggestions for activities to do at home visit:


Our Learning Website:


� HYPERLINK "https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa/prior-to-school" �https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa/prior-to-school� 
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