
Stirling East Kindergarten  

NEWSLETTER         Term 4                        Week 6   2021 

Centre Update from Catriona     
Well we have finally made it to the end of 2021 in what has been a busy year with a 
few COVID 19 challenges for all of us. As I reflect on the last 4 terms these things 
come to mind. We have all learnt to be more flexible in how we do things, we have 
learnt new skills such as saying goodbye at the gate when needed, zoom meetings, 
what lockdown and COVID 19 mean and how important family and friends are to us 
all.                                                                                                                                                  
The children have become more independent managing their own bags, lunches 
and drink bottles. We have learnt about our own personal space and why it is so 
important, we all wash our hands regularly and we have learnt to cough into our 
elbow. We have practiced kindness and patience and sometimes just letting a 
problem go as we now understand the world still faces bigger problems which have 
more importance than our little irritations. We all appreciate smiling and waving, we 

miss hugging but know we need to keep everyone safe so it’s ok.                                                                                                                        
Moving forward with the opening of our boarders on Tuesday 23 November, the following measures are in place to 
limit community transmission; all adults coming into the building are still required to wear  a mask and use the QR 
Code. Teachers are not required to wear masks but will social distance (1.5 m) from you which also means no end of 
year hugs.  I have attached the Department for Education Action Plan which covers the next 3 weeks should someone 
contract COVID 19  (a child or staff member). All unwell children must stay home and if children present with a cough 
or runny nose they will be sent home.  If other members in your family are unwell please DO NOT bring them into the 
centre i.e. sick children home from school.                                                                                                                                                      
As adults we often find change hard, challenging and even confronting and we can be resistant, but this year has 
taught us we will be ok, we can manage change and our children are confident, resilient and more independent to 
manage the changes that occur in our world. I know I have asked many things of you all this year and would like to 
thank you all for your support, understanding and patience as we all navigated this together. As you move into your 
school environments in 2022, parents wishing to be involved and volunteer in a school or preschool including 
governing council/management committee members/parent helpers in the classroom and on excursions must be 
fully vaccinated and show proof as requested.  Your school will provide you with more information however the 
recommendation is to be fully vaccinated if you want to participate in your child’s school life moving forward.  

End of Year Clean Up  
Please come and help us for an hour in the last week of term with some jobs include weeding, wiping kitchen 
cupboards, puzzles, washing construction kits, oiling blocks.  
Second Hand Kindy Clothing 
We have had a few families ask about 2nd hand kindy clothing for 2022.  If you will no longer need your child’s kindy  
t-shirt, jumper or hat and would like to donate please drop clothing off in the last week of term.  
Lost Property  The lost property basket is growing again so if you are missing any items please check.  All unclaimed 
items at the end of the year are donated to Goodwill.  
Farewell    From all the staff at Stirling East Kindergarten; Liesl, Heather, Vonny, Margot and myself we wish you all a 
joyous and safe Christmas and New Year. Thank you for being in our preschool community in 2021.  
Best wishes to you all and a Merry Christmas.   Catriona 

Diary Dates Term 4 

Graduation on Wednesday, 1 

December starting at 5.00 pm.  

Saturday 4 December 
Working bee                            
9.00 am to 12 noon 

Final farewells and last 
day of the year  -                  
Thursday 9 December  



Ellie’s Visit 
On Wednesday the 17th of November Rosie brought her new duckling, Ellie to visit at kinder-

garten.  The children were fascinated and enjoyed watching,   hearing and touching Ellie.  The 

children were particularly impressed with how soft Ellie was.   

We looked up a duck’s life cycle and spent some time talking about the      differences we no-

ticed between the different stages.  The children also noted that: 

“Ducks’ have webbed feet” 

“Ducklings’ wings are shorter when they are babies, but when they grow up they get larger 

and can fly” 

“Her wings are waterproof” 

“Ducks’ eyes are waterproof” 

“Her whole self if waterproof” 

 

As children observe, inquire, 

research and transfer and adapt 

what they have learned from 

one context to another children 

are showing they are confident 

and involved learners.  



  

Our potatoes 

were delicious, 

yummy, so good 

and can I have 

more please! 


