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Home 

We aim to provide an environment that helps each child's development. We believe that all children can be

successful learners and develop important lifelong skills.

Find out more about our goals and our focus in our philosophy statement (PDF 317KB)

(https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/surrey_downs_kindy_philosophy.pdf). 

 

Volunteering

If you’d like to volunteer with us, we’d love to hear from you. See volunteering in schools, preschool and

children’s centres

(https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/parent-engagement-education/volunteers/volunteering-

schools-preschools-and-childrens-centres) and have a chat to us about how you can get involved. 

We invite you to join the governing council, which meets twice a term to make sure the preschool runs

smoothly. Read through what a governing council does

(https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils/understanding-governing-councils/what-

governing-council-does) and speak to us to register your interest.

 

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land we are on and pay our respects to their Elders past and

present, and extend that respect to other Aboriginal people who are present today.
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Contact us

Preschool director: Mrs Amy Mudge

Phone: (08) 8251 2493

Fax: (08) 8289 4497

Email: dl.4663.leaders@schools.sa.edu.au

Street address: 78 Illyarrie Avenue Surrey Downs SA 5126 

Postal address:  78 Illyarrie Avenue Surrey Downs SA 5126 

 

What we offer 

We offer a number of programs and services to support your child’s early years learning

(https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/curriculum-and-teaching/primary-and-secondary-

curriculum/curriculum-taught-south-australia).

 

Preschool program

Times

Your child can attend preschool for up to 12 hours per week in terms 1 & 2 and 18 hours per week in terms 3

& 4

Terms 1 & 2 we offer full days Wednesday & Thursdays

Terms 3 & 4 we offer full days Wednesday, Thursday & Fridays

There is free lunchtime care available for children who come for the full days. Children must bring their own

healthy lunch on those days.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

– 8.50am to 11.50am

11.50am to 2.50pm

8.50am to 11.50am

11.50am to 2.50pm

8.50am to 11.50am

11.50am to 2.50pm

8.50am to 11.50am

11.50am to 2.50pm
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Fees

The parent contribution is $110 per term. See our enrolment and fees page

(https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/surrey-downs-kindergarten/getting-started/enrolment-and-fees) for

more information.

 

What to bring

Your child needs to bring these items each day:

bag

play clothes that might get dirty

change of clothes

shoes with support, like sneakers or sandals

gumboots in winter

drink bottle containing water

healthy fruit or vegetable snack

packed lunch.

Please write your child’s name on all their belongings.

Clothing should be able to be undone quickly so that children go the the toilet easily.

We will supply a kindy legionnaire hat as part of your fees. This should be left at the kindy.

 

What not to bring

Children should not bring these things:

thongs or slip-on shoes

food containing nuts (some children have nut allergies that can be dangerous)

unhealthy food or drink (lollies, chocolate, chips, fizzy drinks)

toys from home.



Surrey Downs Kindergarten parent handbook

www.preschools.sa.gov.au/surrey-downs-kindergarten

 

Additional information

Surrey Downs Kindergarten is in the suburb of Surrey Downs, close to the Surrey Downs shopping centre. It

is easily accessible by the 543 and 543X buses, which travel along Illyarrie Avenue.

The occasional care service is held in the community centre behind the kindergarten and accessed off of

Zanoni Crescent, Phone 8289 3077.

The kindergarten is next door to the Surrey Downs Community Child Care Centre and children are walked to

and fro by staff, so they can get to before and after session care if needed.

We are within walking distance of Surrey Downs R-7 Primary School and visits are made regularly to the

library and other shared activities.

 

Occasional care

Occasional care is for children under school age who aren’t in any other early childhood education and care

programs, such as preschool, childcare or family day care. It promotes young children’s development by

giving them access to high-quality early childhood education.

It may help parents to take part in a range of activities including non-work and casual work commitments.

 

Priority of access

The education department has a priority of access policy

(https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parenting-and-child-care/your-childs-education/childcare-and-

preschool/occasional-care) to decide who can get into occasional care. This might mean that some families

get more sessions than others.

Phone Occasional Care 8251 2493 to talk to us about enrolling in occasional care.
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Times

Children generally can go to 1 session a week.

Children under 2 years old 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9.00am to 11.45am     

Children over 2 years old 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9.00am to 11.45am  

9.00am to 11.45am

 

9.00am to 11.45 9.00am to 11.45am 9.00am to 11.45am

 

Cost

This program costs $5 per session and $1.50 for siblings.

If you have an Australian Government Pensioner Concession or Health Care Card, the cost is $1.50 per

session and 75 cents for siblings.

 

What to bring

Your child needs to bring these items each day:

bag

broad-brimmed, legionnaire or sun-safe hat (without chin straps)

nappies if required

drink bottle containing water

healthy snack.

Please don't bring any food with nuts.

Please write your child’s name on all their belongings.

Please apply sunscreen before arriving, in terms 1 and 4.

We ask that each family brings a roll of toilet paper and a box of tissues each year. We also welcome any

donations of of construction material like boxes, lids, yoghurt containers, etc.
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Playgroup

Families can meet and children can play in the safe kindy environment, using facilities and activities planned

by the coordinator and kindy staff. The morning finishes off with group time.

 

Times

Mondays in kindy term time.

9.30am to 11.30am

 

Cost

This program costs $4.00 per family per session, plus a Playgroup SA membership of $25.

 

What to bring

In summer:

hat

sunscreen

water bottles.

In winter:

beanies

warm wet-weather clothes.

Please don't bring any food with nuts.

 

Disability support

There is support available for children with disability

(https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/children-disability-and-special-needs). Talk to us for

more information.
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Enrolment and fees 

When your child can start preschool

Your child is entitled to access 1 year of preschool.

If your child turns 4 before 1 May, they can start preschool at the beginning of the year. If your child turns 4

on or after 1 May, they can start the next year.

If you want to delay your child’s start to preschool or you’re not sure about when they should start, please

talk to us about your options.

If your child is Aboriginal or under guardianship (in care) they are eligible for 12 hours of preschool after they

turn 3. They will then be eligible for 15 hours per week of preschool in the year before they start school.

 

Early entry

Your child may be able to come to preschool 1 term earlier, in term 4 the year before starting their

preschool year, if they:

have additional needs or disability

are learning English as an additional language or dialect

are at significant risk because of family circumstances.

Early entry is for up to 6 hours per week, if places are available.

Access is decided on a case-by-case basis.

Please contact us if you want more information about early entry.

 

Enrolling your child

You can register your interest to enrol your child with us by using the preschool registration of interest form

(https://www.education.sa.gov.au/doc/preschool-registration-interest-form). This form is also available from

us.

Try to register your interest by 30 June, but you can do this any time during the year.

Priority will be given to children living in our catchment area

(https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/surrey-downs-kindergarten#location). If you don’t live in our catchment

area you should indicate at least 2 other preschool options on your form.

If we can give your child a place with us we’ll send you an offer letter in term 3

(https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/south-australian-state-schools-term-dates). You can accept the offer

by filling in and sending back the acceptance slip by the due date.
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Before your child starts

There will be a pre-entry program in term 4 each year. This will be negotiated depending on funding and

staffing. The pre-entry program costs $50.

 

Fees

We ask you to contribute towards the cost of your child attending preschool.

The parent contribution is $440 per year. You can choose to pay the total amount at the beginning of the

year with a $40 discount making the yearly fee $400 or pay 4 instalments of $110 each term

(https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/teaching/south-australian-state-schools-term-dates).

We offer other programs that may have an additional cost

(https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/surrey-downs-kindergarten/getting-started/what-we-

offer#surreyprograms).

 

When to pay

We will invoice you via your child's pocket at the kindy.

We have a policy that no child will miss out on kindergarten because of financial hardship. Please feel free to

discuss any fee issues privately with the director.

 

How to pay

Cash or cheque

You can pay cash or cheque at the kindy. Please put the payment in one of the envelopes found on top of

the red money box that is on the kitchen divider bench. Write on the envelope your child's name, the

amount and what item the payment is for. Put the envelope in the red payments box. We will put the receipt

in your child's pocket.

EFT information

You can pay by direct deposit. See the invoice for account details. Please put your child’s full name as the

reference.

 

Immunisations

When you enrol your child you will be asked to provide evidence of their immunisation status

(https://www.education.sa.gov.au/supporting-students/health-e-safety-and-wellbeing/early-childhood-

services-immunisation-requirements).
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Reports and plans 

National Quality Standard rating

Our services are assessed and rated against 7 quality areas of the National Quality Standard.

Overall Rating: Exceeding NQS

Quality Area Ratings

-1-  Educational program and practice:  Exceeding NQS

-2-  Children’s health and safety:  Exceeding NQS

-3-  Physical environment:  Exceeding NQS

-4-  Staffing arrangements:  Exceeding NQS

-5-  Relationships with children:  Exceeding NQS

-6-  Partnerships with families and communities:  Exceeding NQS

-7-  Leadership and service management:  Exceeding NQS

Rating for: Surrey Downs Kindergarten

Rating issued: October 2016

Copyright ACECQA (https://www.acecqa.gov.au/copyright)
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Quality improvement plan

An assessment of the programs we offer against the National Quality Standard and national regulations. It

identifies areas for improvement and includes our philosophy statement.

Quality improvement plan (PDF 62KB)

(https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/surrey_downs_kindy_qip.pdf)

Site context statement

A summary of our:

general information

key policies

curriculum

staff

facilities

local community

partnership arrangements with other groups.

Site context statement (PDF 102KB)

(https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/surrey_downs_kindy_site_context_statement.pdf)

 

Annual report

A report on our progress, achievements, highlights and challenges for the year.

Annual report (PDF) (http://docs.decd.sa.gov.au/Sites/AnnualReports/4663_AnnualReport.pdf)

 

Parenting support 

Giving your child a strong start in the early years

Research tells us that quality education and care early in life leads to better health, education and job

outcomes in adulthood. Children are learning and growing from the time they are born. The greatest

influence on a child’s future health, development and happiness is in the first 5 years of life. 

We’re working with families to take a ‘learning together’ approach about child development in the early

years.
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Parenting resources

Several early childhood parenting resources are available to help your child learn and grow right from the

start.

Little Big Book Club (http://www.thelittlebigbookclub.com.au/) supports parents to read, sing and play with

their children from birth, with access to book recommendations, reading packs and resources.

Dad's Read (http://dadsread.org.au/) offers advice for fathers to encourage reading together with their child.

Parenting SA (https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parenting-and-child-care/parenting/parenting-sa) has free

parenting factsheets, videos and upcoming seminars on many parenting topics.

Positive Parenting program

(http://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/au-uken/find-help/triple-p-parenting-in-south-

australia/?itb=bc37e109d92bdc1ea71da6c919d54907) has free seminars, workshops and one-on-one

sessions for parents of children aged 3 to 12 years.

Learning with your child (GreatStart)

(https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parenting-and-child-care/parenting/learning-your-child-greatstart) gives

parents everyday learning ideas and activities to help build their child’s maths and language skills.

Raising Children Network (http://raisingchildren.net.au/) provides up-to-date, evidence-based,

scientifically validated information about raising children and caring for yourself as a parent or carer. 
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“Wet	weather	Policy”	

Background	Information:.	

At	Surrey	Downs	kindergarten	we	developed	a	Wet	Weather	Policy	in	2014	based	on	our	
observations,	beliefs	about	children’s	learning	and	current	research	which	had	shown	the	benefits	
to	children’s	wellbeing	of	spending	time	outdoors.	There	are	many	“lessons”	that	can	be	learnt	in	
the	outdoors	that	cannot	be	taught	nearly	as	effectively	in	a	“classroom”.	We	asked	ourselves	
should	we	limit	outdoor	play	to	the	veranda	in	Winter	and	only	venture	out	when	it	isn’t	raining?	
We	came	to	the	conclusion	that	this	would	mean	missed	learning	opportunities	as	the	change	in	
weather	to	cooler,	wetter	days	means	our	kindergarten	yard	becomes	full	of	new	learning	
potential.	Things	look,	feel,	sound	and	smell	different	in	the	rain.	Surfaces	are	slippery,	squelchy	
and	sloshy	and	puddles	appear.	Who	can	deny	how	much	fun	it	is	to	jump	or	stomp	in	puddles?	
Different	creatures	emerge	(we	have	seen	snails)	and	wet	sand	and	mud	is	so	much	fun!	

Preschools	in	Europe,	UK,	Canada	and	the	US	allow	children	to	play	outdoors	all	year	round.	Their	
Winter	climate	is	more	extreme	than	ours	as	most	places	don’t	just	have	rain	they	have	snow.	If	
children	in	those	countries	can	enjoy	outdoor	play,	so	too	should	our	children.	The	key	is	to	be	
dressed	appropriately,	so	that	we	are	protected	from	the	elements	and	can	comfortably	enjoy	our	
time	outside.	

We	developed	our	Policy	firstly	by	brainstorming	with	the	children	what	they	would	need	to	wear	
outside	on	a	cold	day.	These	were	some	of	the	responses:	–	“a	beanie”,	“a	scarf”	and	“gloves.	We	then	
brainstormed	what	clothes	would	be	needed	if	we	wanted	to	play	in	the	rain.	Here	are	some	great	
suggestions:-“a	rain	jacket”-	“an	umbrella”	–	“gum-boots”-	“a	raincoat”-	“A	rain	hat”-	“rain	pants”-.	
We	talked	about	how	clothes	needed	to	be	rainproof	so	our	bodies	won’t	get	wet.	Governing	Council	
then	discussed	this	issue	and	agreed	that	if	appropriate	clothing	is	worn,	the	children	at	Surrey	Downs	
kindergarten	will	benefit	from	being	able	to	take	part	in	outdoor	learning	experiences	all	year	round.		

Our	Policy	

If	children	are	appropriately	dressed	they	will	be	permitted	to	play	outdoors	on	rainy	days	in	
order	to	fully	explore	the	great	outdoor	environment.	

Please	send	named,	waterproof	clothing	for	your	child	to	wear	when	playing	and	learning	outdoors	on	
rainy	days.	The	kindy	has	some	gumboots	that	children	can	use	at	kindy	if	they	have	forgotten	theirs,	
but	we	encourage	each	child	to	have	their	own.	

Our	Policy	will	be	reviewed	and	ratified	by	Governing	Council	each	year	and	we	will	discuss	
appropriate	wet	weather	gear	with	each	cohort	of	children	as	part	of	our	program.	



Service statement of philosophy 

At Surrey Downs Kindergarten & Occasional Care we aim to provide an environment that maximises all children’s individual development. We believe all children can be successful 

learners and should be given opportunities to develop important lifelong skills including: 

 Confidence

 Resilience

 Persistence

 Organisation

 Positive relationships

 Embrace diversity and inclusivity

 Environmental awareness

 A delight for learning – engaged, inquisitive thinkers

 Physical and emotional wellbeing

By providing a play based curriculum using the Early Years Learning Framework we strive to give children the opportunity to be active & interactive, communicate, experiment, 

imagine, create, problem solve, role play, practice and learn together.  As they explore familiar & new experiences around them in a safe and nurturing environment we aim to give 

them empowerment and agency over their learning. We foster opportunities for feelings of ownership, success, optimism, motivation and build on children’s prior knowledge to 

support, challenge and extend their learning. We respond to children in both a spontaneous and intentional way to provide an optimum level of care and education. Our educators 

are dedicated and committed to ongoing learning and reflective practice. We use the Reflect, Respect, Relate assessment tool to reflect on children’s level of involvement and the 

quality of our program and educators. We follow a process of observing, planning, implementing and evaluating that leads to rich learning outcomes. The cyclic method we follow 

uses incorporates children’s thinking, interests and prior knowledge into the planning cycle that enables us to provide authentic learning opportunities that are linked to relevant 

observations. 

At Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional care we have a dynamic outdoor play space which includes natural features and invites open-ended interactions, spontaneity, risk-

taking, exploration, discovery and connection with nature. We aim to foster an appreciation of the natural environment, develop environmental awareness and provide a platform 

for ongoing environmental education. The children are given the opportunities to take an active role in caring for their environment and to contribute to a sustainable future. 

Our daily routine is calm and predictable, it provides opportunities for long periods of uninterrupted play both inside and out to support time for play to develop. We promote 

health and wellbeing benefits through healthy eating programs, integration of music and movement and opportunities for extensive outside play to practice and master emerging 

physical skills while gaining physical exercise. 

Building trusting and respectful relationships between the Kindergarten educators, children, their families and the community underpins all that we do and we aim to create an 

environment where we are partners in children’s learning. We work in conjunction with the Tea Tree Gully partnership, we are part of the Surrey Downs Community village that 

share common goals and we incorporate the values of Surrey Downs Primary School ‘Valuing success and maximising potential’. We work together with the community to achieve 

our vision ‘To build a larger community education service where families feel valued and children achieve success in all areas of their learning.’ 



Medication	Policy	-	Surrey	Downs	Kindergarten	&	Occasional	Care		 														Issue	Date:			November	2015	Review:	2016

Medication Policy 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten & Occasional Care 

Staff	are	not	permitted	to	administer	prescription	medicines	unless	they	have	been	provided	
together	with	a	Medication	Plan,	which	has	been	authorised/signed	by	a	medical	practitioner.	The	
medication	plan	should	note	potential	side	effects	of	the	medication	and	provide	advice	about	what	
to	do	if	they	occur.		

The	first	dose	of	any	medication	must	not	be	administered	at	kindergarten,	it	should	be	given	where	
the	medical	practitioner	or	parents	can	observe,	and	manage,	any	side	effects.	

Medication	must	be	provided	in	the	original	pharmacy	container(s),	with	the	child’s	name	and	
directions	(dosage,	expiry	date	etc)	clearly	visible	on	the	label.			

Medication(s)	must	not	be	stored	in	the	child’s	bag.	

All	medication(s)	must	be	handed	to	a	staff	member,	who	will	store	it	in	the	appropriate	place	(high	
shelf)	along	with	a	copy	of	the	action	plan/directions	from	the	medical	practitioner.	

Details	must	be	written	on	the	medication	records	sheet	in	the	Child’s	Medication	folder	(‘Children’s	
Medication	Shelf’	in	kitchen)	and	signed	by	the	parent	when	left	with	a	staff	member,	and	signed	by	
the	staff	member	when	administering	the	medication.	

Staff	must	always	ensure	that	the	right	dose	is	given	to	the	right	child	at	the	right	time,	a	second	
staff	member	must	double	check	the	dose	and	observe	the	medication	being	administered	to	the	
right	child,	and	both	should	monitor	for	any	recorded	side	effects	of	the	medication.	

Staff	are	not	permitted	to	administer	non-prescription	medications	e.g.	ibuprofen,	paracetamol,	
cough	elixirs	etc.	

For	children	who	have	a	chronic	medical	condition,	one	copy	of	their	Health	Care	Plan	or	Action	
Plan	will	be	kept	with	their	enrolment	details	and	a	second	on	the	‘Children’s	Medication	Shelf’.	

Signed: ………………………………………. (Director)      Date: …………….. 

Signed: ……………………………………(Chairperson)      Date: …………….. 



  

 

Health and Safety 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

Every child’s health and well-being is important to us! 

Healthy eating  -please refer to the kindergarten Food and Drink policy.  

Healthy eating is encouraged and we ask that you do not send “sometimes foods” ( i.e. lol-
lies, chips, chocolates ) as snacks. Healthier options are fruit, cheese, yoghurt….etc. 

From time to time we may have children attending with allergies. We will always notify you 
if it affects the nature of foods brought from home.      Children may only eat their own 
food they have bought from home. 

 

Illnesses and Absences: 

Please let us know if your child is going to be absent from kindergarten, whether for sick-
ness, holidays or family reasons. We are guided by the Australian Health Commission guide-
lines when children have contagious illnesses. We can then let other parents know that 
there has been an infection (no names) at kindergarten.                                                     

If your child has a coloured nasal discharge, fever or has had VOMITING AND/OR  
DIARRHOEA IN THE LAST 48 HOURS PLEASE DO NOT SEND THEM. If in doubt, please see 
your doctor, pharmacist or talk with us. 

 

Medication while at the centre: 

We cannot legally administer any medication without your own & your doctor’s written 
consent. A copy of our medication policy, including a medication release form is included in 
our enrolment package. A medical action plan is also required for those children who have 
chronic illnesses/conditions such as asthma, epilepsy, food allergies etc. 

Please note that we cannot administer any non-prescription medication such as  
Panadol, cough elixirs etc. 

 

Sun and Hot Weather Safety: 

Our Sun Protection and Hot weather policy states that we need to wear  hats outside from  
Sept. 1st to April 30th and when UV rating is over 3 . However, children may certainly wear 
their hats on all days. Hats will be provided or your child can bring their own providing it is 
broad brimmed or legionnaire style. All children need to wear clothing that provides sun pro-
tection all year round ie; clothing must cover shoulders.  

Please apply sunscreen to your child before attending. Staff will reapply your child’s sun-
screen at lunchtime – from Sept. 1st to April 30th.                                                                            

 



  

 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten 
and Occasional Care 

78 Illyarrie Avenue 
Surrey Downs SA 5126 

 
Telephone: (08)82512493 

Email: dl.4663.director@schools.edu.au 
www.surreykgn.sa.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Information for families 

Welcome to all families. 

Parents and families are children’s first teacher. 

We encourage you to be involved with your own and other children 
during kindergarten sessions. If you have any special skills or interests 

or would like to assist in any way please let staff know.  



  

 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

This booklet has been prepared as a way of introducing our kindergarten and Occasional 
Care  ensuring that all families are familiar with the programs we run and our core values. 
Copies of specific policies are always available on request. We hope that both you and your 
child enjoy learning in our kindergarten community. 
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Philosophy 
At Surrey Downs Kindergarten & Occasional Care we aim to provide an environment that maximises all children’s individual development. We believe all chil-
dren can be successful learners and should be given opportunities to develop important lifelong skills including: 
Confidence 

Resilience 

Persistence 

Organisation 

Positive relationships  

Embrace diversity and inclusivity 

Environmental awareness 

A delight for learning – engaged, inquisitive thinkers 

Physical and emotional wellbeing 

By providing a play based curriculum using the Early Years Learning Framework we strive to give children the opportunity to be active & interactive, communi-
cate, experiment, imagine, create, problem solve, role play, practice and learn together.  As they explore familiar & new experiences around them in a safe and 
nurturing environment we aim to give them empowerment and agency over their learning. We foster opportunities for feelings of ownership, success, optimism, 
motivation and build on children’s prior knowledge to support, challenge and extend their learning. We respond to children in both a spontaneous and intention-
al way to provide an optimum level of care and education. Our educators are dedicated and committed to ongoing learning and reflective practice. We use the 
Reflect, Respect, Relate assessment tool to reflect on children’s level of involvement and the quality of our program and educators. We follow a process of observ-
ing, planning, implementing and evaluating that leads to rich learning outcomes. The cyclic method we follow incorporates children’s thinking, interests and 
prior knowledge that enables us to provide authentic learning opportunities that are linked to relevant observations. 
At Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional care our dynamic outdoor play spaces include natural features and invites open-ended interactions, spontaneity, 
risk-taking, exploration, discovery and connection with nature. We aim to foster an appreciation of the natural environment, develop environmental awareness 
and provide a platform for ongoing environmental education. The children are given opportunities to take an active role in caring for their environment and to 
contribute to a sustainable future. 
Our daily routine is calm and predictable, it provides opportunities for long periods of uninterrupted play both inside and out to support time for play to develop. 
We promote health and wellbeing benefits through healthy eating programs, integration of music and movement and opportunities for extensive outside play to 
practice and master emerging physical skills while gaining physical exercise. 
Building trusting and respectful relationships between the Kindergarten educators, children, their families and the community underpins all that we do and we 
aim to create an environment where we are partners in children’s learning. We work in conjunction with the Tea Tree Gully Partnership and are part of the Sur-
rey Downs Community Village that is made up of a Kindergarten, Occasional Care, Child Care Centre, Family Day Care, School R-7 and a Community Centre. We 
share common goals for children in our area and we incorporate the values of Surrey Downs Primary School ‘Valuing success and maximising potential’. We 
work together with the community to achieve our vision ‘To build a larger community education service where families feel valued and children achieve success 
in all areas of their learning.’  



  

 

Kindergarten Session Times 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

Kindergarten 

Session Times 
Term 1 & 2 

Wednesday  8:.50 – 2.50 p.m. 
Thursday  8:50 – 2:50 p.m. 

 
Term 3 & 4 

Wednesday  8:.50 – 2.50 p.m. 
Thursday  8:50 – 2:50 p.m. 
Friday 8:50 - 2:50 p.m. 

 
 
Children are permitted to attend 12 hours per week for up to 4 consecutive terms prior 
to their entry to school. The government may provide Universal Assess which will then 
give children 15 hours per week .Children born between from the 1st May to Dec will 
start the following January along with children born between January and 30th April. 

All children now begin school at the beginning of the year—January. This means that  
most children begin Kindy in January, at the start of each year. Some children are eligible 
to attend Kindergarten for longer than 1 year, under special circumstances such as spe-
cial needs, English as a second language , children under Guardianship of the Minister 
and Aboriginal Children.  

If you believe your child may qualify for extra time at Kindy, please feel free to discuss 
this with the Director. 

Free Lunch Care is offered for the full day sessions. Children are required to bring their 
own healthy lunch. 

 

Pre Entry 

 

Will be negotiated in  term 4 of each year, according to funding and staffing. 
 
 



  

 

Occasional Care 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

Occasional Care is funded by Commonwealth Government  and available for children 3 
months until attending preschool, and is integrated into the Kindergarten program.  

We have 2 trained Child Care Professionals who run sessions. All families, not using other 
Education / Care  services, are welcome to use the service. 

There may be emergency places available on the day if a child is not able to attend, so 
please call and check on the day if you need care.   

To book Occasional Care Sessions please call Sue and Debbie on (08) 82512493. 

 

   
     
  

     

Playgroup 
 

We have a Department for Education early childhood worker who runs the playgroup 
and provides a relaxed and fun session for children and parents. Playgroup is a great 
place to meet other parents. $4/family per week, plus Playgroup SA membership which 
covers insurance at any Playgroup SA playgroup in the state.         

Monday  -   9:30-11:30   

Playgroup runs during school terms  (except first week back each term). 

 Please join  the Surrey Downs Playgroup  Facebook page for updated information. 

All ages welcome! 

 Morning Session 

Monday 9:00-11:45am (Under 2/Over 2) 

Tuesday 9.00-11.45am (Over 2) 

Wednesday 9.00-11.45am (Over 2) 

Thursday 9.00-11.45am (Over 2) 

Friday 9.00-11.45am (Over 2) 



  

 

What to wear/bring 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

Please dress your child in play clothes. We encourage a ‘hands on’ approach to play which is at 
times messy and we don't want children to not participate for fear their clothes will get dirty. 
Make sure your child is able to remove clothing when they go to the toilet as some clothing can 
be difficult to manage in a hurry which can cause unnecessary distress for your child.  

Shoes with support such as sneakers or sandals are great. Please do not send your child in 
thongs or ‘slip-ons’ as they can be inappropriate for activities such as climbing, balancing, run-
ning etc. Gumboots in winter are a good idea. Refer to the centre’s Sun and Hot Weather policy 
and wet weather policy for other clothing requirements.  

A named bag for carrying belongings, which can be hung on hooks near Kindergarten entrance.  

Healthy Snack—fruit or vegetable only. A separate lunch box so children are not tempted to 
eat their lunch if it is all in one container. Lunch is placed in the fridge or containers by the front 
door and a named water bottle. 

A change of clothes to be kept in your child’s Kindergarten bag—This is handy if children get 
wet or have an accident. We have some spare clothes but they may not be the right size. 

 

Fees 
Kindergarten fees are set by the Governing Council and are reviewed regularly. 
All families will be invoiced for Kindergarten fees each term.  

Occasional Care fees are set by Commonwealth Government  and need to be paid on day of use. 

Sessional Preschool $110.00 per term (15 hours per week) 
Pre-Entry $25.00 

Playgroup $4 per family + once off payment for Playgroup SA membership 

Occasional Care $5 per child per session. $1.50 with concession. (siblings 50% off) 

  

We have a policy that no child will miss out on Kindergarten due to financial hardship, please feel 
free to discuss any issues regarding fees/payment in complete confidence with the 
Director. 

Payments may either be made by  

1)- placing the correct money in the  envelopes  found on top of the red money box  
which is on the kitchen divider bench.   Write details such as child’s name , amount 
and what the item payment is for on the envelope and place it in the locked red money box.  A 
receipt will be placed in your child’s pocket. 

2) - online as per invoice instructions to our Kindergarten Account 

Bank details 

Name: Surrey Downs Kindergarten 

BSB: 065 165 



  

 

Curriculum 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

We currently use the National curriculum— Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) Be-
longing Being & Becoming -as a basis for planning, assessment and reporting to families.     

Our current main foci are Literacy, Outdoor Learning Environment, Social Skills and 
Healthy Eating . Department for education and the Surrey Downs Kindergarten have a 
strong commitment towards providing a safe learning environment that supports both 
physical and psychological health and well-being.  

Our assessment of children’s learning is based on information gathered from parents, 
caregivers, other professionals, formal assessments, work samples and  
observations. This information on each child forms the basis of our planning of learning 
experiences and the teaching strategies we use. Our programming is done on a fort-
nightly basis and is  flexible as we  use the current needs and interests of the children.  

Our current programme is on display for families near the parent notice board at all 
times. 

Reporting to Families 

Each child will have a pocket inside the main entrance door . Please check your pocket regu-
larly, as this is how we communicate  with all families, as well as by email.  

 Formal Assessment   Once in the child’s  kindy year Staff will offer a parent-teacher in-
terview, to chat about your child’s Learning Plan and to discuss how we can best sup-
port your child in their learning at Kindy.   

Each child has a learning portfolio, in which is placed stories and  samples of their learn-
ing , relating to EYLF Outcomes.  Please look at this any time you are in Kindy.  After your 
child’s final term he/she will be able to take this home .    

If at any other time you wish to talk about your child’s progress please make a time  to 
chat with staff.  

In your child’s 4th term, staff write a ‘Statement of Learning’ for your child to take onto 
school. This is also sent home.  

If at any time you have queries or wish to share information please speak to Michelle or 
any of the staff in person or by email.  

 



  

 

Governing Council 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

The Governing Council, in partnership with staff, are responsible for the effective  
management of our centre, including policy making, financial management decisions, 
fundraising, OHS&W facilities/maintenance, and curriculum issues. Being a committee 
member is extremely worthwhile. It not only gives you a better insight into your child’s 
kindergarten, but allows you to have a voice in the centre’s decision making. The  

committee generally meets twice per term. 

(Meeting times are flexible & negotiated by the needs of the 
parent members each term.) 

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING! 

We are a Department for Education (DFE)site. During the Febru-
ary of each year, at our Annual General Meeting (AGM), a Gov-
erning Council (parent committee) consisting of parent and 
staff representatives is formed. 

Volunteers 
The Kindergarten’s main source of income are from the Department for Education funds 
raised by families of children attending and term fees that are set by families attending 
the Annual General Meeting of the Governing Council.  

Financial Management of the Kindergarten is the responsibility of the Kindergarten  
Governing Council and our Finance Officer.  

We rely on parent volunteers to support the kindergarten, and to provide the very best 
opportunity for all children attending the Kindy. 

Please feel free to offer any skills or time you have to assist at the Kindy, it is always wel-
comed and appreciated. 

All volunteers working with children now require a DECD Relevant History Screening 
which can be organised through the kindy and is current for 3 years so it can also be 
used when your children goes to school. 

Additional Needs 

The Department for Education provides special services through our District Office. 

Services available include Speech Therapy, Hearing Impaired Services, Behaviour  
Management, Special Education, access to a psychologist and referral to other agencies. 

If you feel your child needs access to any of these services please see the 
Director. 



  

 

Daily Routine  

School Transition Visits 
When you choose a school for your child it is a good idea to enrol them so that they are 
in the enrolment figures early and teachers can be allocated accordingly.  

This ensures that you have a place and that staffing levels will be able to cater for your 
child when you decide  which school best suit the needs of your child and family. 

TRANSITION TO SCHOOL:  
Transition programs are arranged directly with you, through the school that you have chosen. 
We have up-to-date information about Surrey Downs R-7 School which you are welcome to take. 
 

Children from our centre feed into many public and private schools including the  
following… 

Surrey Downs R-7 School www.surreydr7.sa.edu.au 

Fairview Park Primary School www.fairviewc7.sa.edu.au 

Kings Baptist Grammar School www.kingsbaptist.sa.edu.au 

St David’s Parish School www.stdavids.adl.catholic.edu.au 

Golden Grove Lutheran Primary School www.goldengrove.sa.edu.au 

Torrens Valley Christian School www.tvcs.sa.edu.au 

Pedare Christian College www.pedarecc.sa.edu.au 

Trinity College www.trinity.sa.edu.au 

 
Daily Routine 

 
8:30 Staff arrive 

8:50 Children arrive 
 9:15-10:00 Small Group 1 
10:00-10:45 Small Group 2 

11:00-11:30 Intervention group 
11:30 Pack up time 

11:40 Large group program time   
12:00 Lunch 

12:30 Relaxation/Book making 
1:30 Free play (inside/outside) 

2:20 Pack up outside 
2:30 Pack up inside 

2:40 Group-time 
2:50 Children go home 

Child Care 
As  Kindy is next door to Surrey Downs Child Care Centre, staff from both centres walk children to and fro. 
If you need care for your child at the beginning and end of sessions this may be the answer.  Ask staff for 
more details. 

 



  

 

Health and Safety 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

Every child’s health and well-being is important to us! 

Healthy eating  -please refer to the kindergarten Food and Drink policy.  

Healthy eating is encouraged and we ask that you do not send “sometimes foods” ( i.e. lol-
lies, chips, chocolates ) as snacks. Healthier options are fruit, cheese, yoghurt….etc. 

From time to time we may have children attending with allergies. We will always notify you 
if it affects the nature of foods brought from home.      Children may only eat their own 
food they have bought from home. 

 

Illnesses and Absences: 

Please let us know if your child is going to be absent from kindergarten, whether for sick-
ness, holidays or family reasons. We are guided by the Australian Health Commission guide-
lines when children have contagious illnesses. We can then let other parents know that 
there has been an infection (no names) at kindergarten.                                                     

If your child has a coloured nasal discharge, fever or has had VOMITING AND/OR  
DIARRHOEA IN THE LAST 48 HOURS PLEASE DO NOT SEND THEM. If in doubt, please see 
your doctor, pharmacist or talk with us. 

 

Medication while at the centre: 

We cannot legally administer any medication without your own & your doctor’s written 
consent. A copy of our medication policy, including a medication release form is included in 
our enrolment package. A medical action plan is also required for those children who have 
chronic illnesses/conditions such as asthma, epilepsy, food allergies etc. 

Please note that we cannot administer any non-prescription medication such as  
Panadol, cough elixirs etc. 

 

Sun and Hot Weather Safety: 

Our Sun Protection and Hot weather policy states that we need to wear  hats outside from  
Sept. 1st to April 30th and when UV rating is over 3 . However, children may certainly wear 
their hats on all days. Hats will be provided or your child can bring their own providing it is 
broad brimmed or legionnaire style. All children need to wear clothing that provides sun pro-
tection all year round ie; clothing must cover shoulders.  

Please apply sunscreen to your child before attending. Staff will reapply your child’s sun-
screen at lunchtime – from Sept. 1st to April 30th.                                                                            

 



  

 

Staff 

Surrey Downs Kindergarten and Occasional Care Information for families 

Director Michelle Slatter 

 

Teachers Kathy Flavel 

 Deanna Gardner 

 

ECW s -     Tanya Lowes  

   

Occasional Care  Sue Willavoys 

and support workers Debbie King   

  

Borrowing Library 
We have Literacy / Numeracy  and Active Learning  Kits designed to promote literacy 
learning and family active fun time at home.  

You may borrow kits or books for up to 1 week. We  have them available especially for 
families to use with their children. 

We also have active play kits and parenting books to borrow. 

Please fill out book with child’s name and literacy kit or activity kit num-
ber and when returning remember to write the date and to cross off 
your name. 

Thanks. 

 

Lost Property 
Please remember to name all your child’s property so that belongings can be returned if 
misplaced. 

Any un-named clothing or other items left at Kindy will be placed into the lost  
property box, near the Kindergarten entrance.  

Please check regularly for your child’s property, as anything unclaimed in the box at the 
end of term will be given to charity. 
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Food and Drink Policy

Surrey Downs Kindergarten & Occasional Care 

Surrey	Downs	Kindergarten	 recognises	 the	 importance	of	 promoting,	 encouraging	 and	developing	 life-
long	healthy	eating	habits.		We	believe	that	if	children	are	introduced	to	these	at	an	early	age	then	there	is	
a	greater	chance	that	they	will	continue	to	make	healthy	choices	throughout	life.		

We	also	value	 independence,	self-reliance,	personal	choices,	decision	making	and	hygiene.	Children	are	
supported	to	take	responsibility	for	their	snack/lunch	boxes	and	disposal	of	their	food	scraps,	recyclable	
items	and	rubbish.		

These	 guidelines	 have	 been	 developed	 to	 ensure	 that	 all	 children	 and	 adults	 are	 aware	 of	 the	
expectations	about	 snack	and	 lunch	 sessions	at	our	Centre,	which	have	been	based	on	 the	 “Right	Bite	
Food	Supply	and	Nutrition	Policy”.		

We	ask	that	parents	only	pack	fruit	and/or	vegetables	for	snack	time	and	note	that	the	children	eat	their	
morning	snack	after	a	supervised	hand	washing	routine.		

Pre-school	staff	and	helper	responsibilities:	
• Encourage	healthy	eating	and	healthy	drink	choices	and	teach	the	importance	of	these	as	part	of	the

curriculum.	 Include	 activities	 that	 provide	 children	 with	 knowledge,	 attitudes	 and	 skills	 to	 make	
positive	healthy	food	choices	and	learn	about	the	variety	of	foods	available	for	good	health.		

o display	posters,	provide	pamphlets	and	include	“healthy	food”	reminders	in	newsletters	on	a
regular	basis.	

o provide	Healthy	Snack	Ideas	and	the	Food	&	Drink	Spectrum	to	all	families	on	enrolment	and
have	Healthy	Snack/	Lunch	suggestions	available	in	the	parent	information	area.	

o provide	opportunities	for	children	to	prepare,	cook	and	taste	healthy	food.
• Provide	refrigerator	space	for	children’s	lunches,	if	not	already	in	a	cold	pack.
• Provide	a	clean	area	for	children	to	eat	their	snacks/lunch.
• Provide	adequate	hand	washing	facilities	and	remind	children	to	wash	their	hands	before	preparing

and	eating	food.
• Model	 Healthy	 Eating	 behaviors,	 and	 explain	 to	 children	 that	 they	 should	 only	 eat	what	 has	 been

packed	in	their	lunchbox	i.e.	lunch	and	snack	time	is	for	children	and	staff	to	enjoy	their	own	healthy
lunch/snack.

• Encourage	children	to	drink	water	throughout	the	day,	monitor	the	amount	of	water	left	in	children’s
water	bottles	and	refill	as	required.

Parent/care	provider	responsibilities:	
• Send	a	clearly	name	labelled	lunch	box	containing	healthy	food,	without	sometimes	food	treats	such

as	chocolate,	lollies,	roll-ups,	chips,	food	with	high	sugar	content	etc.	Please	send	a	separate	labelled	
snack	box	of	fruit	or	vegetables	only.	

• Birthdays	 -	 in	 line	with	our	healthy	 food	policy	we	 request	 that	 if	 you	wish	 to	bring	 something	 to
share	at	kindy	in	celebration	of	your	child’s	birthday,	please	choose	balloons,	stickers,	bubbles	etc	or	
a	healthy	food	option	rather	than	cakes.	Please	check	with	staff	if	unsure.	

• Provide	ample	healthy	snacks	and	lunch	for	your	child	to	have	while	at	kindy.	It	is	always	better	to
send	along	a	little	too	much,	than	not	enough.	

• Please	ensure	that	fruit	is	pre-cut	if	that’s	what	your	child	needs.
• Supply	 children	with	 a	 name	 labelled	water	 bottle,	 filled	with	water	 only,	water	 is	 the	 best	 thirst

quencher.
• Please	advise	staff	of	any	food	allergies	that	your	child	may	have.
• Please	 remind	 children	 to	 only	 eat	 their	 own	 food	 and	 not	 share	 it	 with	 others,	 because	 some

children	may	have	allergies	or	not	be	allowed	to	eat	certain	things.
• Please	send	healthy	food	–	refer	to	suggestions	in	the	parent	area.
• We	are	an	Allergy	Aware	Kindergarten,	so	please	do	not	send	any	nuts	or	nut	products	to	kindy.	This

includes	nut	spreads	(nutella,	peanut	butter),	muesli	bars/fruit	bars,	biscuits	etc	with	nuts	in	them.
• Additional	 food	 restrictions	may	 be	 required	 if	 we	 have	 enrolled	 children	with	 other	 severe	 food

allergies,	and	we	will	advise	you	accordingly.

Signed………………………………………….. (Director)    Date…………………………… 

Signed.…………………………………..… (Chairperson)        Date…………………………… 



Surrey	Downs	Kindergarten	and	Occasional	Care	

Delivery	&	Collection	of	Children					-	Procedures.

(Abide	by	DECD	Enrolment	policy	and	Attendance	policy	and	Child	Protection	regulations)	

Which	states		

5.1.5	Preschool	staff	ensure	a	child,	once	in	care,	may	only	leave	the	premises	if	
• the	child	is	given	into	the	care	of	a	parent	of	the	child,	or
• a	person	authorised	by	the	parent	to	collect	the	child,	or
• in	accordance	with	the	written	authorisation	of	the	child’s
• parent	or	authorised	nominee
• taken	on	an	excursion	and	written	authorisation	in	accordance
• with	regulation	102	has	been	obtained
• the	child	requires	medical	care
• in	the	event	of	an	emergency	(including	rehearsed	emergency
• evacuations)

5.1.6	When	a	parent	or	authorised	nominee	is	unknown	to	staff,	then	the	
identification	and	authorisation	confirmation	of	the	collecting	person	
is	to	be	determined	prior	to	the	child	being	given	into	their	care.	

Therefore	we	inform	you	that:	

• Session	times:
Kindy:	Wednesdays,	Thursdays	9:00	-	3:00	(also	Fridays	9-3	terms	3&4)
Occasional	Care:	Tuesday:	9:00	–	11:45,	Wed.	and	Thurs.:	9:00	–	11:45	and	12:30	–	3:15.	These
are	the	times	that	staff	has	Duty	of	Care	–	at	other	times	parents	/	caregivers	must	be	in
attendance,	unless	otherwise	negotiated.

• Parent/caregiver	must	notify	Kindy	of	any	alternative	arrangements.	Staff	to	write	it	in	diary.
• Staff	need	to	mark	and	sign	Roll	each	day	–	noting	changes	in	times	of	individual	children	(e.g.	if

N..	is	picked	up	at	2:00	instead	of	3:00,	mark	2:00	on	Roll.)

Delivering	children	

• Parents/caregivers		must	ensure	that	a	staff	member	is	made	aware	that	their	child	is	present
before	leaving

• Parents/caregivers	must	tick	their	child	in	on	the	attendance	sheet

Collection	of	children	

• Parent	/caregiver	to	notify	staff	if	they	are	collecting	child
- 	at	Kindy	–	wait	for	staff	to		say	“Goodbye”	on	the	mat

• People	collecting	child	–	if	they	are	unknown	to	staff	must	show	Identification	to	staff.

Signed:…………………………………………………………………………………(Director)													Date:……………………………………	

Signed:…………………………………………………………………………………(Chairperson)					Date:……………………………………	
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Site Behaviour Code

Surrey Downs Kindergarten 

At	Surrey	Downs	we	believe	that:

• Everyone	has	the	right	to	feel	safe	at	all	times.

• Children	should	respect	the	rights,	feelings	and	needs	of	their	peers.

• Children	learn	best	when	they	experience	success,	praise,	pride	in	themselves	and	their	work.

• Children	should	be	taught	to	solve	their	own	problems	and	conflicts	with	confidence	and	success

• Children	should	care	for	their	kindergarten	environment.

We	encourage:	

• Cooperation	with	peers,	staff	and	other	adults	at	the	centre.

• Listening.

• Respecting	and	caring	for	friends,	possessions	and	centre	resources.

• Participating	in	activities.

• Sharing	and	turn-taking.

• Responding	to	questions,	requests	and	greetings.

• Expressing	thoughts,	needs	and	feelings	appropriately	–	i.e.	verbally,	rather	than	physically.

We	encourage	positive	behaviour	by:	

• Providing	a	safe	environment.

• Being	consistent.

• Modelling	appropriate	language	e.g.	“Stop,	I	don’t	like	it	when….”,	or,		“It	makes	me	feel…	when…”

• Using	positive	reinforcement	to	recognise	and	reward	desired	positive	behaviour.

• Giving	children	choices	and	helping	them	make	decisions	whenever	unacceptable	behaviour	occurs.

• Helping	children	identify	and	express	their	feelings	through	games	and	dramatic	play.

• Having	realistic	expectations	based	on	the	child’s	age,	developmental	level	and	previous	experiences.

• Teaching	safe	ways	of	using	equipment.

If	a	child	is	not	experiencing	success	on	their	own,	we	encourage	them	to	ask	a	staff	member	to	help	them	work	
through	and	solve	any	problems	or	conflict.	

Behaviours	that	may	physically	or	emotionally	hurt	other	people	(e.g.	hitting,	biting,	swearing,	or	
bullying)	are	not	acceptable	at	Surrey	Downs	Kindergarten.	
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If	an	incident	does	occur:	
	
In	the	event	that	someone	exhibits	inappropriate	behaviour,	staff	will	intervene	using	the	following	procedures:	
• We	will	stop	the	child	and	remind	them	of	positive	behaviour	and	tell	them	why	the	behaviour	they	are	

exhibiting	is	not	appropriate.		We	will	suggest	alternative	ways	of	behaving	or	solving	problems	and	may	
redirect	them	to	another	activity.	

• If	the	inappropriate	behaviour	continues,	the	child	will	be	removed	from	the	situation,	sat	down	by	
themselves	and	asked	to	think	about	their	behaviour.		After	a	few	minutes,	we	will	go	back	to	the	child	and	
talk	to	them	to	ensure	that	they	know	what	they	did,	why	it	was	inappropriate	and	how	to	change	their	
behaviour	next	time.		After	this	is	done,	the	child	will	re-enter	the	group	and	will	receive	positive	
reinforcement	for	using	appropriate	behaviour.		

• Other	staff	will	provide	emotional	support	to	any	child	who	may	have	been	affected	by	the	inappropriate	
behaviour.	

	
Informing	Children:	
	
At	the	beginning	of	each	term,	staff	will	establish	and	explain	the	rules	and	behavioural	expectations	with	
children,	and	then:		

• Regularly	remind	them	that	staff	can	help,	if	they	can’t	solve	a	problem	on	their	own.	

• Use	visual	display	and	posters	(e.g.	“5	rules	of	listening”).	

• Regularly	reinforce	the	use	of	appropriate	language	and	actions.	

• Explicitly	teach,	and	then	have	the	children	practise,	appropriate	behaviours	for	the	group.	

	
Informing	Parents/Caregivers	about	the	code	by:	
	
• Publishing	the	Site	Behaviour	Code	in	the	Information	Book.	

• Providing	specific	information	at	enrolment.	

• Providing	regular	updates	in	newsletters	about	what	the	children	are	learning.	

	
Informing	Parents/Caregivers	if	an	issue	arises:	
	
• Parents	will	be	informed	if	another	child	hurts	their	child	and	first	aid	is	required.	

• Parents	will	be	informed	if	their	child	hurts	another	person	–	if	it’s	reoccurring	behaviour.	

• These	discussions	will	be	confidential	between	staff	and	family/carer.	

	
Parents	can	help	support	the	Code	by:	
	
• Discussing	the	code	with	their	children	and	encouraging	them	to	abide	by	it.	

• Modelling	appropriate	language	and	behaviours.	

• Speaking	with	a	staff	member,	instead	of	another	parent,	if	they	ever	have	a	concern	that	their	child	might	
have	hurt,	or	been	hurt	by,	another	child	at	the	kindergarten.	

	
That	last	point	is	especially	important	because	children	can	sometimes	be	labelled	as	“naughty”	or	“a	bully”	or	
“not	being	a	good	friend”,	when	there	may	be	something	else	behind	the	behaviour	or	issue.	They	could	even	
become	an	unfair	victim	of	‘labelling’,	if	it’s	been	seen	as	easier	to	tell	a	child	“don’t	play	with	……”	or	“……	is	a	
bully”,	than	deal	with	the	matter.	

So,	if	you	ever	have	any	concerns	about	your	child	or	another,	please	speak	with	a	staff	member	as	soon	as	
possible.	
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Every	child	is	at	a	different	developmental	level,	so	it’s	important	that	they	all	have	safe	and	supported	
opportunities	to	learn	‘how’	to	behave	appropriately,	rather	than	risk	them	feeling	isolated	or	developing	low	
self-esteem,	which	will	only	hinder	their	development.		
	
Not	that	it’s	an	acceptable	excuse	for	engaging	in	hurtful	behaviour,	some	children	do	have	specific	issues	or	a	
special	need	that	makes	it	difficult	for	them	to	always	follow	the	behaviour	code.		
	
In	such	cases,	we	will	work	with	parents	to	help	obtain	the	advice	of	appropriate	professional	staff	from	the	
health,	education	or	disability	fields	to	assist	us	negotiate	and	implement	a	modified	curriculum	and/or	
behaviour	management	plan	for	that	child.	
	
At	the	same	time,	staff	will	always	closely	monitor	and	protect	the	safety	of	all	other	children.	
	
Staff	will:	
	
• Be	informed	about	the	code	by	developing/reviewing	it	together	and	by	including	it	in	the	Staff	Induction	

Book	

• Support	the	Behaviour	Code	by	always	modelling	the	desired	behaviours	themselves	and	by	following	it’s	
guidelines.	

	
	
	
	

Signed: ……………………………………………. (Director)           Date: …………………. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………… (Chairperson)        Date:………………….  
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