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Hi Everyone, 

 I can’t believe we have already had three weeks of 

kindergarten and now the weather is getting colder winter is 

approaching. Please make sure that your children have some extra 

layers so that they will be warm in the morning and can take layers 

off if the temperature does rise during the day. The kindy outdoors 

has been filled with fallen leaves and many of the children have 

enjoyed raking and gathering them together. Every season has some 

delights and it’s great to observe the changes all around us. 

 I hope you had an enjoyable Mothers’ Day on Sunday and that 

you were pleased to receive the special bracelet which your children 

made at kindy. It was great to see the way they concentrated to 

thread the beads on the elastic in a special way for their mothers. 

Our kindergarten vegetable garden is progressing well 

especially after our visit from Rebecca Mumford (The Garden Girl) 

who talked with the children about how they could protect the plants 

from hungry caterpillars. As a result, there are now many trick 

butterflies watching over the plants to scare away live butterflies. 

Our mandarins are ripening slowly as well as some of the vegetable 

plants. I hope you were able to enjoy some of the green leaves in 

your cooking which were sent home recently. There have also been 

some apples ripening on one of the trees as well.  

This week we had another visit from Heidi of Dancify who 

taught the children a new dance, These lessons provide opportunities 

for the children to develop their listening, repetition and patterning 

skills so I hope your children might have shown you some of the 

moves which they have been learning. Next week will be the last 

session and the children will get the chance to use their working 

memory and practice all the dances they have learnt during the 

lessons.   

This week the children who attend on Monday/ Wednesday 

had an enjoyable time visiting the Hawthorndene Junior Primary 

Assembly and were able to show their skills in signing and singing ‘We 

are one’, which they excelled at and impressed the school teachers. I 

hope they might sing and sign to you at home. Next week the 

children attending Tuesday/Thursday will be attending the assembly 

and will be able to shine as they show their learning. 

The children have also begun learning to do Maypole dancing 

which is another way for the them to gain skills in pattering and 

remembering a sequence. During Grandparents’ Week later in the 

term each Learning Group will then do a display. 

Yours Sincerely,   Cynthia Meredith 
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Kindergarten Governing Council Meeting  
Thankyou to those parents who were able to join us and hear about the project which Louise and 

Cynthia have been working on as part of their Preschool Numeracy training course at ORBIS. Further 

opportunities to hear about the work of the staff team with your children and how you can encourage 

them at home will be provided in future Governing Council Meetings. We also talked about having a 

long-awaited Working Bee which is a great way for our community to come together and care for the 

physical environment of the kindy. Plans are being formulated for a working bee later in the term 

possibly with a Sausage Sizzle. This has not been possible until recently with the health restrictions 

due to the virus. More details to come. Future physical developments of the environment were also 

shared where improvements to the area at the back of the kindy will provide a withdrawal space for 

staff and small groups of children. The staff team have also had all their computers upgraded and a 

new information management system will be installed shortly. Although these changes will improve the 

service there have been some glitches which have needed work, it has been a busy few week. 

 

Kindy Fees for Term 2 
Fee invoices have been sent out so please could you finalise these accounts as soon as possible. If you 

would like to donate to the Funtastics Family Fundraising Day, you may use the same account numbers 

for direct payment. The money is being used to pay for the Dancify sessions we are having currently. 

This is our biggest fundraiser for the year, so we really appreciate your support. If you have cash from 

your sponsors this can be put in the Butterfly Box on the kitchen bench. You are now welcome to come 

inside the kindy room.  
 

Washing Roster 
Have you had a chance to do this special task for the kindergarten yet? Each week 

we have a few smocks, some towels and some other small items which needs to be 

laundered and returned to kindy at your earliest convenience. This task keeps our 

kindy going so we know that although it may seem mundane it is much appreciated. 

The roster for you to add your name is on the window of the main door 
 

Grandparents Recognition 
Every year in Term 2 we like to recognise the older generation in our families 

and we usually do this by having special visiting days. This year to ensure that 

we have a greater spread of visitors, grandparents will be given a special 

time to visit when their grandchild’s learning group will be hosting them. This 

will take place in week 9 of the term so that the children can practice their 

special Maypole Dancing display. On Tuesday 22nd June-- morning will be Platypus group, --afternoon 

will be Turtle group and on Thursday morning 24th June will be the Bilby group. On Wednesday morning 

23rd June will be the Kookaburra group and in the afternoon grandparents of the Rainbow Lorikeet 

group will be invited. We will have special stations around the kindy where there will be things for the 

grandparents and children to do together which we hope will make it a fun and interesting time. We will 

not be serving any food or drink during this time.  

For those children whose grandparents live in the country, and therefore cannot attend, interstate or 

overseas the staff team are planning to organise an artwork which will be sent to their grandparent. It 

is anticipated that these children will paint a maximum of 2 pieces of art which will be posted during 

Grandparents Week.  

 

 



Invitation to enter the kindy main room 
Please feel free to now enter the kindergarten main room. During the height of the COVID concerns 

directors were instructed not to allow parents and visitors to enter the rooms if this was not 

necessary but those restrictions have now been lifted and we would like you to come in and take a 

look at the Learning Journals. These journals contain a lot of information about what is happening at 

kindergarten particularly with focus on our Quality Improvement Plan 2021. They are a great way to 

connect with your child about what has been happening at kindy. At pick up time you may like to have 

a look while the children are involved in an activity with their teacher before announcing your 

presence. If you have any questions you can ask one of the staff team or make a time with the 

director for a longer chat. 

 

Learning goals for your child for the future 
The staff team have been working on the Learning Goals for each child and these will soon be in the 

notice pockets. We don’t formally talk with the children about them as we don’t want to stress the 

children into thinking that they are lacking and should be practicing all the time. Not all children 

would feel this way but some would so we will be talking with them in a general sense about what they 

will be learning or developing as part of their play.  

For example one of the learning goals for a child might be to develop their phonemic awareness of 

the beginning sounds of words in their environment, so the staff team will be encouraging the child to 

listen to words as they are said and helping them to hear the sound at the beginning. This can be a 

game of I spy something that starts with the sound ‘b’ or ‘s’.  

Another goal might be to write their name using conventional text—this child might be able to write 

their name but uses capital letters in the middle rather than a capital letter at the start and smaller 

case letters for the rest of the name.  

Another goal might be to count the quantity of 5 accurately--- this child might be able to say the 

numerals but may need help to accurately determine a quantity of items counting them one by one to 

correctly reach 5.  

Once you have your child’s learning goals you may want to further discuss the implications for your 

child. If you would like to do this please don’t hesitate to ring or come in for a chat, you may like to 

make a time for an interview. 

 

Creature Posters 
Next week the children will be bringing home a letter explaining the way they will be sharing at group 

time about their favourite creature by preparing a poster about it at home first. This will be a 

project for this term, so it does not have to be finished straight away and the poster may be 

completed over a few different periods. We hope this will be a good time of learning together for you 

and your child. 

 

Week 5 Outdoor Week---Mon May 24th –Thurs 

May 27th   
During outdoor week the children and staff team spend the 

whole week outdoors except for the use of the toilets. Please 

ensure your children bring warm clothing and wet weather gear 

as well so that they are prepared for all weather types. The 

Scandinavians say that ‘there’s no such thing as bad weather 

just bad clothes’, so let’s get prepared. We will have a Fire Pit 

to cook bread and will take with the children about how we can 

manage the risks associated with a fire prior to lighting it. 
 



Our budgie Charlie needs some weekend short breaks 

Can you help Charlie by providing a short-term break for him on the weekend? 

He doesn’t take up much room and loves to chirp for you. This can be a lovely 

way to introduce a pet to your household. We know many of you have other pets 

but if he is not in danger from them, he will be happy to join your household. He 

really likes it when his kindy friends draw a picture and leave it in his folder. 

All the information for his care is in the folder and he comes with his own food 

as well.  
 

Sreyne our sponsor child in Cambodia 
During Outdoor Week we will be talking with the children about our 

sponsor child Sreyne and aspects of her life in Cambodia. As it is 

still not appropriate to have our regular market stall at this time 

the children will be working on a special art project for you which 

we hope you might like to buy with a donation towards our 

sponsorship of Sreyne.  
 

 

 

Working Bee with Sausage Sizzle breakfast 
At the recent Kindergarten Governing Council meeting parents were looking forward to getting 

together at a working bee this year, this has not been possible until recently due to the health 

restrictions. Now that this is possible, we are planning a sausage sizzle breakfast followed by a 

working bee, which we hope will provide opportunity for families to get to know each other while they 

work. Further details will be provided shortly once we have organised a date. 

 

Help needed 
1 There is a project we would like to do with the children, but we need some volunteers to cut up 

some materials pieces to small patterns, if you can help please speak with one of the staff team. 

2 If anyone would like to make some Birthday cards we have the materials you can add your creative 

touch. 

  
 

Our Best Wishes for fun times ahead with learning together in play, 

Cynthia Meredith, Louise Montesi, Tess Gibbs, Lenka Velisek and Crystal Morphett. 

 


