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Literacy 

 

Comprehension really understands meaning. 

 

At Kindergarten children are immersed in Literacy experiences. They hear stories, sing 

songs and rhymes, engage in questioning and responding, communicate with other 

adults and children. The children learn about rhyming words, play words games, 

search for information, read in a variety of stories, reference books, fact books, maps, 

computers, recipes, magazines, junk mail etc. They predict what happens next in sto-

ries, description and identification of characters, write words and sounds, recognise 

letters and words, recognise that words have meanings, e.g. Stop, Give Way etc. The 

children scribble, paint, draw and write on a variety of materials, illustrate pictures to 

retell a story, discuss reasons for writing and drawing, e.g. A map to help us find our 

way home, a recipe book to cook.  

 

                                  Today in our small group we read the story  

    

                                                    Alexander’s Outing 

                                                                 By 

                                                         Pamela Allen 

 

A fun, problem solving sequence about Alexander the duck, who falls down a deep 

hole and must be rescued by passers -by. 

Literacy and language experiences allowed the children to use their communication 

skills to recall, recount and understand the levels of questions asked and answered 

appropriately. This experience allows children to practise their problem solving  and 

comprehension and communication skills. 

Wednesday Term 3  

Week– 1— 22/07/2020 

Literacy Indicator- I engage with  

texts and make meaning. 

Key elements 

I respond meaningfully to symbols and 

Literacy Indicator- I understand the language of 

my world. 

Understand what has been communicated. 

EYLF Outcome 5: Children are  

effective communicators 

Children express ideas and make mean-

ing using a range of media. 

Children ask and answer  

questions during the reading or discussion 

of books and other texts. 

Set the scene; 

Look at the ducks on the front cover and Title page. Find the mother duck.. (Level 1) 

Which little duck might be Alexander?  (Level 1) 

The children were able to identify Alexander 

Lucy- ‘That is mother duck because she is the biggest duck’.  

Mila– ‘That one. The one in front’ 

Andy– ‘There is mother duck, cause she is the biggest’. 

Amelia– ‘That one is the Mother duck’. 

Enya– ‘That one is the mother duck cause she is bigger than the others'. Where is the picture in the 

book of the deep, dark  hole? (Level 1) 

 The children did shared reading and were able to find the deep dark  hole in the book.. 

Find a picture of the fountain. What is coming out of the fountain? (Water) 

 The children with some support found the fountain. They were able to recall that  water was coming 

out of the fountain. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mirnu week 1  

What is this?  (Level 1) A spider 

Spiders live in a? Web  

Is this story inside or outside? Inside Harry, Georgia,  

Georgia says’ There is a shelf ‘. 

What’s this page about? Hikaru “danger”. 

What kind of danger can happen to a spider? 

Getting cooked- Maisey  

Hamish -getting caught 

Freddie- getting stepped on, going in the soup, getting trapped by the cup 

Maisey- bumping into the light 

Harry- getting caught by a cat 

Vivienne-Getting in the light, getting on the light 

Penelope-the spider went into the soup 

Ingrid-the cats paws 

What’s dangerous about swinging Chi? Bump into the shoe 

What’s happening on this page? Everyone ‘He is swinging’ 

There are some little marks up here on the page what do they mean? Hamish, Freddy Snoring, sleeping. 

Who was sleeping? Mum and Dad Hikaru, Viv, Antonina, harry 

When Mum and Dad were sleeping what happened? He swinged -Viv 

She knew it was going to be dangerous, but she also knew that it was going to be? Harry- Fun 

What does this word say? Wheeeeee everbody 

Whats happening here? 

Hamish- the spider is getting caught by the cat 

Who was saying Tut tutt tutt? Harry – the grandpa spider 

Today in our small group with a focus on comprehension, I read a known story and used Blank’s levels of question-

ing.  Blank’s levels of questioning is a framework developed by Marion Blank a psychologist. There are four levels 

of questioning which move from simple, concrete questions to more difficult abstract questions. Blank’s questions 

encourage development of general language and vocab as well as skills in comprehension, reasoning, inferencing, 

predicting and problem solving (Blank 2000) 

What is working so far? 

 The small group opportunity is a fantastic way to intimately impact on children’s learning. A smaller group 

according to latest research suggests that group sizes of about 5-6 are optimum for learning. Children who 

perhaps would not of had the confidence in a larger group setting, now have an opportunity to have their 

ideas heard.  

 Sharing the excitement and passion for reading is a very powerful tool, modelling language and driving ex-

citement and energy in children maintains attention and engagement for literacy learning.  

 Asking questions of children to elicit comprehension of text and meaning is very important and I am working 

on a better way to collect the data that the children are telling me. Currently I am using a video to record 

children’s voice and then taking time to scribe what has been said and by whom. I am finding the process a 

very long one and now I am going to take time to ask the children 1:1 during session time to elaborate with 

their answers to the levels of questioning pertaining to our story. This way, I can have further clarity of under-

standing and the child has the time to process the question without the rush and pressure of time during 

small group work.  







EYLF Outcome 1: Children 

have  

a strong sense of identity 

Children feel safe, secure 

and  

supported. 

EYLF Outcome 2: Children are connected with  

and contribute to their world. 

Children develop a sense of belonging to groups and 

communities and an understanding of the reciprocal 

rights and responsibilities necessary  

for active community participation. 



Lesson 7: Winning and losing - 'gracefully' 
Key social principle 

This lesson acknowledges the tricky feelings often associated with winning and losing. While the lesson outlines practical ideas about what to say and 

do following a win or a loss, it emphasises that the best way to be an all-round winner is to play to win friendship. When the goal is to be kind and show 

friendship, you give yourself the best chance to win and lose 'gracefully' 

Wednesday 22nd July 

Archie chapter 7. 

We started with the song. Be kind. Be friendly. Do your best.  

As we read the story, we got to the part when ‘snap’ hap-

pened…. 

Brett: Who can see what makes them think that Marco 

snapped first? 

Maisey - because his hand is underneath.  

Brett: Who can name one of the tricky feelings that got into 

Archie just then? 

Amelia - He didn’t did listen to Marky 

 

Georgia - maybe he wasn’t ready –  

Hamish – he might not be interested 

 

Brett: How else was Archie feeling? 

Penny – he had three deep breaths.. 

Brett: that’s next Penny, hold that thought. 

Brett: What feelings was Archie having? 

Andy -  maybe he was excited and he didn’t want to give it to 

him 

Brett: Any other feelings that Archie was feeling? 

Nathanael – he was feeling sad 

Brett: Any other feelings Archie might have? 

Georgina - he might feel disappointed  

Great describing word. Yes, Archie could be disappointed.  

Maybe he didn’t want to play 

How can Archie calm himself to turn on his smart thinking? Penny? 

Everybody— take 3 deep breaths! Let’s do it! 

We ended the story with Archie realising that his friends, fun and play is more important than 

wining! 

Let’s play again! 

How is Archie feeling now? 

Alexa – happy! 

We looked at the picture to confirm Archie’s feelings 

Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of 

identity. Children feel safe, secure, and sup-

ported. Children learn to interact in relation to 

others with care, empathy and respect. 

Outcome 2: Children are connected with and 

contribute to their world. Children develop a 

sense of belonging to groups and communities 

and an understanding of the reciprocal rights 

and responsibilities necessary 

for active community participation. 

Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of 

wellbeing. Children become strong in their so-

cial and emotional wellbeing. 

Outcome 4: Children are confident and in-

volved learners. Children resource their own 

learning through connecting with people, 

place, technologies and natural and pro-

cessed materials. 

Outcome 5: Children are effective communi-

cators. Children engage with a range of texts 

and gain meaning from these texts. 

 

The Literacy indicators and key elements describe children as 

active constructors and co-constructors of knowledge, and ac-

tive participants in their own learning. The Learning Processes 

children are using include: communicating - creating and mak-

ing meaning – coding and decoding – reflecting critically. 

 

Indicator- I understand the language of my world. 

Key Elements 

I demonstrate critical understandings of texts. I respond to 

sounds and patterns in speech and stories. I understand 

what has been communicated. I actively inquire to make 

meaning. 



Welcome back to Kindy Karra and Mirnu! 

Term 3 Week 1 Thursday 23rd July 2020 

Principle: Partnerships Learning outcomes are most likely to be achieved when early childhood educators  work in partnership 

with families. Educators recognise that families are children’s first and most influential teachers.  

Principle: Secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships Educators who are attuned to children’s thoughts and feelings, sup-

port the development of a strong sense of wellbeing. They positively interact with the young child in their learning.  

Practice: Learning environments Learning environments are welcoming spaces when they reflect and enrich the lives and iden-

tities of 

children and families participating in the setting and respond to their interests and needs. Environments that support learning 

are vibrant and flexible spaces that are responsive to the interests and abilities of each child.  

It was so wonderful to see 

many of our families at our 

family night from both Karra 

and Mirnu. We talked, 

laughed and had a fantastic 

time listening to music, play-

ing and enjoying beautiful 

pizza! By the end of the night 

100 pizza’s were made! 

The weather was just magi-

cal and as the sun set the 

Lady George team said a 

few words of thanks and un-

derstanding. 



Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of identity.  Children feel safe, secure, and support-

ed. Children develop knowledgeable and confident self-identities. Children learn to interact 

in relation to others with care, empathy and respect. 

Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to their world. Children develop a 

sense of belonging to groups and communities and an understanding of the reciprocal rights 

and responsibilities necessary for active community participation. 

Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing. Children become strong in their social 

and emotional wellbeing. 

Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners. Children resource their own learn-

ing through connecting with people. 

Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators. Children interact verbally and non-

verbally with others for a range of purposes. 

It was fantastic to see families sharing their children learning folders, many for the first time! Thankyou for tak-

ing the time to have a look at your powerful learners!  



Mirnu 
Term 3 2020 

Week 2 



29th July 2020 

Botanic Gardens excursion with Professor Flint! 

Today we caught the bus with our Mirnu friends and family to the Botanic Gar-

dens. Professor Flint was going to meet us there to talk all things Dinosaurs. We 

love animals, especially Dinosaurs at Lady Georg, so today was ging to be spe-

cial. 

We took our own bags, remembered our rules to be safe, put on our vests and 

bracelets and headed off on adventure. 

When we arrived we had snack before the Prof met us and begun sharing his 

knowledge. He talked about the trees that are here from the dinosaur age, in-

cluding the Wollemi pine!  



The Professor showed us the Wollemi pine and the fossil of a Wollemi 

pine  - ‘they are the same’ said Maisie. He talked about the ‘long 

necks’ and showed us a tree that was about the same height of 

them, which was huuuuuge! We know lots about Carnivores with our 

knowledge in particular around the TRex, but we learnt more about 

herbivores, our plant eating dinos!  



In the conservatory 

the Prof walked us 

through and 

showed us more of 

the lower level 

plants that dino-

saur ate and ex-

plored in and 

talked about the 

canopy of the larg-

er ferns and their 

role in nature. He 

also talked about 

the grass and that 

there wasn't the 

type of grass we 

were walking on 

before in the Bo-

tanic gardens 

when the dinosaurs 

were around, 

which surprised 

most of the chil-

dren! 

After leaving the 

conservatory Pro-

fessor flint showed 

us something really 

strange—do you 

remember what it 

was? 

We also observed 

a fossil of a Thy-

lacoleo jaw and a 

giant kangaroo 

skull from the Meg-

afauna era and 

the teeth of a Di-

protodon.   



We found a space to rest and we saw a nest! Karra?  The professor got out an egg from a 

long neck dinosaur, if fact, the Professor taught us that most dinosaurs no matter how small or 

big came from the size of the egg he was holding! It was our turn to finish the nest together to 

see just what it was like for Dinosaurs when making their nests. Hang on? Dinosaurs came from 

eggs? They make Nests? It thought only birds did this! 



After lunch we explored the beautiful gardens with all of its wonder and interesting 

sculptures and things to look at before finding a hill to roll down. The nit was time for the 

bus, ready to head home to kindy! I wonder where this will take us next week? 



Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of identity. Children develop their emerging autonomy, inter-dependence, 

resilience and sense of agency. 

Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to their world. Children develop a sense of belonging to 

groups and communities and an understanding of the reciprocal rights and responsibilities necessary 

for active community participation. 

Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing. Children become strong in their social and emotional wellbe-

ing. Children take increasing responsibility for their own health and physical wellbeing. 

Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners. Children develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, 

cooperation, confidence, creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and reflexivity. Children de-

velop a range of skills and processes such as problem solving, inquiry, experimentation, hypothesising, researching 

and investigating. Children transfer and adapt what they have learned from one context to another. Children re-

source their own learning through connecting with people, place, technologies and natural and processed materi-

als.  

Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators. Children interact verbally and non-verbally with others for a 

range of purposes. 

 

The Literacy indicators and key elements describe children as active constructors and co-constructors of knowledge, and active par-

ticipants in their own learning.  

 

The Learning Processes children are using include: communicating - creating and making meaning – coding and decoding – reflect-

ing critically. 

 

Indicator- I use language to connect with my world. 

Key elements 

I maintain a reciprocal shared conversation. 

I use language appropriate to the purpose. 

I use increasingly sophisticated language to connect and communicate. 

I describe experiences and express ideas. 

 

 

Indicator- I understand the language of my world. 

Key Elements 

I demonstrate critical understandings of texts. 

I respond to sounds and patterns in speech and stories. 

I understand what has been communicated. 

I actively inquire to make meaning. 

Mirnu 2020 



In the afternoon we read ‘Tiny, Perfect things. Using this story the children shared 

what they noticed at the Botanic Gardens. 

Mila—big trees 

Georgia—A bendy plant in the Conservatory.  

Alexa—Ducks 

Isla—yellow things in the water fountain 

Jack—flowers 

Lucy—Professor Flint 

Freddie—putting leaves in water course 

Hamish—the water foundation where we put leaves 

Dylan—a snail fell on the ground. 

Antonina— 

Penny—cool leaves 

Luca—I loved looking at the cactus 

Nathanael—I saw a  little river first 

Maddy—Big leaves in the green house 

Hikaru—rubbish in the tree (a balloon) 

Ingrid—I noticed the same I have at home 

Chi—I noticed the tall trees 

James—making a nest 

Rosie—I saw a pine cone 

Enya  - I see rocks 

Vivy— 

Amelia—birds 

Andy—I saw a rock hill 

It was interesting to hear the children thoughts I relations to the question. Usually we ask ques-

tions after an excursion  like, ‘what did you like about the excursion?’ this time, inspired by the 

book, our question was different—what did you notice at the Botanic Gardens. We will be look-

ing at the way we ask questions this term to ensure the children’s voice is not only heard but al-

so to see how our comprehension is building! 

The Literacy indicators and key elements describe children as active constructors 

and co-constructors of knowledge, and active participants in their own learning. The 

Learning Processes children are using include: communicating - creating and making 

meaning – coding and decoding – reflecting critically. 

Indicator- I understand the language of my world. 

Key Elements I demonstrate critical understandings of texts. I respond to sounds 

and patterns in speech and stories.  I understand what has been communicated. 

I actively inquire to make meaning.   

29th July 2020 



Literacy Indicator- I understand the language of my world. 

Key Elements 

demonstrate critical understandings of texts 

Respond to sounds and patterns in speech and stories  

Understand what has been communicated  

actively inquire to make meaning 

 

 

Literacy Indicator- I engage with texts and make meaning. 

Key elements 

choose texts for particular purposes  

respond meaningfully to symbols and texts  

Understand that texts convey meaning. 

Infer meaning from familiar texts 

30th July 2020 

Caitlin was back to read us Unley Libraries new-

est books! She began with ‘Night bear’, a rhym-

ing story about a worry box for when you sleep 

and have nightmares. Next was ‘Red house, 

Blue house, Green house, tree house’ before 

doing some movement activities and finger 

puppet games to help us concentrate. The next 

2 stories were ‘A hug is for holding me’ and a 

brilliant environmental book about saving our 

planet called—’change starts with us’. We have 

ordered them to go into our own library! 



Thursday 30th  July  

Continuing on from yesterday we re read Tiny, perfect things and asked the children ‘what 

did you see in the story didn't see yesterday’. This time we also read the story using the 

smartboard and found a video of the story telling.  

This new book has some brilliant illustrations and it beautiful to read. 

 

What did you see in the story today that you didn't see yesterday? 

Alexa—a lady bird 

Jack—a cat 

Luca—a black bird 

Hamish—plants 

Freddie—caterpillar 

Georgia—special things in the crows nest 

Antonina—butterflies 

Maisey—spider web 

Isla—trees 

Lucy—a gnome 

Penny—I saw butterflies 

Thomas—bikes 

Hikaru a old man in the chair 

Chi—a car 

Andy—a man holding a cake 

Mila—flowers 

Maddy— 

Simone—I noticed a patter on the blanket and buildings 

Ingrid—Lady bird 

Rose—Plants 

Vivy— 

Nathanael—footprints 

Amelia—white butterflies 

 

The Literacy indicators and key elements describe children as active constructors and co-constructors of knowledge, and active participants 

in their own learning. The Learning Processes children are using include: communicating - creating and making meaning – coding and decod-

ing – reflecting critically. 

 

Indicator- I understand the language of my world. 

Key Elements 

I demonstrate critical understandings of texts. 

I respond to sounds and patterns in speech and stories. 

I understand what has been communicated. 

I actively inquire to make meaning. 

 

Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators. 

Children interact verbally and non-verbally with others for a range of purposes. 

Children engage with a range of texts and gain meaning from these texts. 



Thursday 30th July. 

Children’s voice: 

What happened to Archie when he tried to do his talk? 

Lucy– He forgot. 

Alexa– He said the wrong words. 

Why? What was happening to him? 

Dylan– his heart was racing. 

Georgia– He forgot his  notes. 

Hamish– He  let his notes at home. 

Luca-His heart was racing like a racing car. 

Nathanael– his heart was racing like a monster truck. 

What do you think about the boys saying Archie was wrong? 

Dylan– the boys said the wrong thing. 

Alexa– Maybe the boys were wrong because they never had a stick 

insect? 

Did Archie mean what he was saying about the stick insects being 

better? 

Maisie– No. 

How come the words come out then? 

Andy– He was shy. 

Maisey– He was scared. 

What  made it better for Archie? 

Penny– He needs to take 3 deep breathes.  

Alexa– If I was the boys I wouldn't say that to Archie. 

Maddy– He took 3 deep breathes and put on his smart thinking. 

Luca– He tells the boys he likes stick insects. 

 

Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of identity. Children 

feel safe, secure, and supported. Children learn to interact in 

relation to others with care, empathy and respect. 

Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to 

their world. Children develop a sense of belonging to groups 

and communities and an understanding of the reciprocal rights 

and responsibilities necessary 

for active community participation. 

Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing. Chil-

dren become strong in their social and emotional wellbeing. 

Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners. Chil-

dren resource their own learning through connecting with peo-

ple, place, technologies and natural and processed materials. 

Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators. Children 

engage with a range of texts and gain meaning from these 

texts. 

The Literacy indicators and key elements describe children as active constructors 

and co-constructors of knowledge, and active participants in their own learning. 

The Learning Processes children are using include: communicating - creating and 

making meaning – coding and decoding – reflecting critically. 

 

Indicator- I understand the language of my world. 

Key Elements 

I demonstrate critical understandings of texts. I respond to sounds and patterns 

in speech and stories. I understand what has been communicated. I actively 

inquire to make meaning. 

 

Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curricu-

lum.  

Focus Area 2: Relationships Topic 1: Iden-

tity and relationships Topic 2: Fair and un-

fair Topic 3: Trust and networks. 


