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Greetings families 

 WELCOME BACK EVERYONE to a new year and 

for many a new beginning in our centre. We hope you 

make some wonderful memories with us. While       

implementing the Early Years Learning Framework 

‘Belonging Being and Becoming’, it is important to 

note that all our new children now belong to the     

Waikerie Children’s Centre. Everything that they do 

whilst at our centre and the friendships formed during 

their time here, will continue to influence who they  

become in future years. Please remember to talk to 

your children about where they belong. For example 

talk with them about their identity, family, community, 

or country. Understanding where they belong in the 

world is very important in building your child’s     

identity.     

 Governing Council News– our Annual General 

meeting will be held on Monday 4th March 2019 and  

we would love to see some new faces join our committee. 

We will be seeking some new representatives as many of 

our committee have moved onto school. Currently we meet 

twice a term for no more than 1 hour. It’s a great opportuni-

ty for you to become involved in your child’s education and 

have a deeper understanding of how our centre operates 

There are a number of committees that you may be able to 

help with that meet when required or via email.  – grounds, 

fundraising, policy and finance.  

Next meeting for our current members: Monday 4th  

Feb, 7pm. 

Waikerie Children’s Centre Booklets…. Don’t forget to 

look in your kindy and childcare transition booklets. 

This is one way that we help children to transition into the 

centre by looking at the photos of things that are familiar to 

them.  We hear that they make great bedtime storybooks!!! 

How are you using yours? Kindy children received theirs 

last year with our childcare children receiving them as they 

enter the centre. 

SURPRISES ARE COMING… All children across the cen-

tre will be given a special bag of books      supplied by Rais-

ing Literacy Australia & The Little Big Book Club.  These 

are fabulous resources to promote early literacy develop-

ment with your children.  

Be SUNSMART… as sunsmart centre we en-

courage your child to use sunscreen on arrival,  have a 

hat and drink, and wear shirts with longer sleeves.  

Join our Mobile phone 

snapshot tree…. 

We have enjoyed sending out photos and texts to fam-

ilies who have joined our mobile phone system . We 

have been able to share special moments, movies,  

photos and reassuring texts to parents.  This is a no 

reply system for parents and carers and will allow edu-

cators to provide you with a quick snapshot of your 

child’s time with us.  You can only receive messages 

from us if you opt into this service. 

 If you have one or multiple numbers in your    

family, please send us a text from each phone with 

your full name and child’s name OR forward on-

wards.  

eg  Text :  Christina Ziegler   Child-Kyle Ziegler 

Our phone number is 0400 904 366 

Every child at our centre requires their own hat , 

change of clothes and  water bottle every day. We 

understand that sometimes these are accidentally 

forgotten but we only have a small spare set and we 

will need to ring parents to bring them in for us.   

Bathers and towels can be brought in on hot days 

for water play.  Thankyou 

Paying Accounts 

We are offer several ways that you can pay your 

accounts such as Eftpos, cash or bank deposit.   

Please note that kindy and childcare have different 

account numbers. These are listed on your invoice. 

Children in kindy who use the lunchcare service 

will receive a weekly childcare account. 

OFFICE HOURS...if you want to catch

up with Kym at the front desk  her hours are Mon-

day to Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm during the school 

term.  



Emergency Centre closure information  
The only time that the centre would close in an emergency would 

be if we lost power or water for an extended period of time.  (no 

lights, no meals, no toilets, no phones) 

Staff would contact you where possible to come and pick up 

your child or inform you that the site is not open. We will also 

advertise on our Facebook site and community Facebook sites, 

Unfortunately these would only be in extreme circumstances that 

are beyond our control. 

At these times it is important that we have your up to date phone 

contacts. If mobile or phone towers are not working, please come 

to the centre to collect your child as we may not be able to reach 

you.   

Our emergency procedure is outlined in our handbook and in the 

front entrance. If we ever needed to evacuate away from the site 

we would go to the Waikerie Primary School hall. 

 

CARPARK SAFETY 
All children in our centre have the right to 

be safe and we  ask that you demonstrate 

this by walking children and prams on the 

footpath and follow the painted foot-

steps—not in the middle of the carpark!  

As adults we must set a good example and avoid the near misses 

that are often witnessed. Staff will be monitoring this important 

safety aspect. Thankyou. 

 

What is your child doing in our centre while 

they are here? 
 

Please take a moment to look at our 

program tree and offer your thoughts 

and contribution to your child’s pro-

gram.  Every child is  programmed              

individually through a cycle system 

throughout the year. Staff will soon-

send out an Early Years Learning 

Framework Question sheet  that  en-

courages you to contribute to your 

child’s learning needs twice a year. 

Your input in your child’s education is very important and 

is valuable. A leadership team general meet every two 

weeks to plan events and activities across the centre.                    
  

OUR FACEBOOK SITE is…. 

WAIKERIE CHILDREN’S CENTRE DECD 

You can see some of the activities and events that we have 

planned each week. Also we attach our WEEKLY MENU, 

photos and links to educational sites.  

Snake Awareness: Please be aware that we are having discussions 

with children about snake safety. We  talk 

about what to do if they see a snake and how to 

keep themselves safe.  Our regular practices of 

Evacuations and Invacuations align with our 

snake talks and how to get someone to help us. 

Predictability, 

 hypothesising 

Science- Dry 

sand vs wet sand 

Maths skills– weight, full, empty, 

counting, heavy, light, more, 

less, full, empty, measurement 

Actions vs Consequences 

Social play skills– sharing ,teamwork, 

negotiation, success, helping, caring 

Determination & resilience 

Have you ever thought about how many skills your 

child is learning when they are playing in the sandpit? 

Are they just playing or can you expand on their 

learning by talking to them about what they are doing? 

This is what we as educators do. 

  

BE YOU –wellbeing innitiative This year our cen-

tre will continue to commit to the mental health of 

children in our area. We will be engaging in the Be 

You (previously called KIDS MATTER) concept that 

can be followed through from childcare/kindy to  pri-

mary school to highschool. Our action team and staff 

will brief you events planned.  We are looking for oth-

er parent representatives to join our group if anyone is 

interested.  

What is Kids Matter…. 

 
Be You (KidsMatter) Early Childhood is a national 

mental health promotion, prevention and early intervention 

initiative   specifically developed for early childhood educa-

tion and care (ECEC) services. 

It involves the people who have significant influence in  

making a positive difference for young children’s  mental 

health during this important developmental  period 

―parents, carers, families and early childhood  & health 

professionals. 

 

Community Flyer information stand 

You will notice in our foyer our stand that contains 

information for parents and carers. The stand is divid-

ed into 4 areas– Educational services, Health and 

Community services, Baby and toddler information 

and Learning tools. Please feel free to have a look 

when you come in. 

 

Local Librarian Visit– in the first week of every 

month Katrina join us at the centre to read to children 

and do an activity.  The children love seeing her in 

their own space and this connects us with the commu-

nity.  

Sign in Book—please remember to always sign your 

child in and out of their session. This is a legal requirement 

and highlights our safety practices. 

When the words “PLEASE SEE STAFF” are listed in the 

column next to the sign in section, please find a staff mem-

ber to let you know about an event that has happened and 

needs your attention. Thankyou 



Kindy News 
Our kindy staff work a variety of different days 

thoughout the week. Our preschool teachers are 

Gilda, Corrin, Shelley and Christina (Director). 

Our early childhood workers are Wendy, Kay, 

Alicia, Kirsty, and Joan. 

 

We currently have 56 children enrolled in kindy 

and most sessions are at capacity. Unfortunately 

absences cannot be made up due to high num-

bers of children each day. 
 

Primary carers– over the next few weeks Kindy fami-

lies will be notified as to who their child’s primary carer is 

in the kindy room. Staff are meeting and seeing what con-

nection they make with children/families in the first weeks 

and then allocations will be made. This person is your 

main contact and they will collect observations on your 

child throughout the year. They will be involved in inter-

view processes in term 2 with you and write up reflections 

of how your child is progressing throughout the year. 

Messages will always be passed on to carer if they are not 

available.  

 

Rest times at kindy– we all know that children 

get tired within the first few weeks of kindy and particu-

larly in the hot weather that we are currently experiencing. 

We allow many  opportunities for rest and will contact 

parents if we need to for any early collections.  

 

 

KINDY ROUTINE  (flexible as needed) 

Arrival  

Inside outside play. Bell rings at 9.30am. 

Morning Greetings  

Whole or Split grouptimes– exercises, brain gym 

Fruit time 

Inside /Outside Play 

Whole group for morning farewells 

Lunch 

Group time at 1.30pm– afternoon greetings, Focus 

Board 

Inside/outside time 

Fruit time 

Inside/outside time 

Whole group farewells and pack up 
 

 

How do we support children in our centre? 
Each term in preschool we conduct early intervention 

in small groups for children identified with speech, 

language, social or fine motor needs. Most groups 

consist of 4 to 5 children where their specific needs 

are addressed in an explicit play based learning envi-

ronment. We may chat to you if we feel that child 

could benefit from additional support in their kindy 

time. Wendy Neal co-ordinates these groups and is 

more than happy to give you more details about how 

the group meets your child’s needs. 
 

Fruit times: please remember  to pack enough fruit for  

each kindy snack session. 

CHILDCARE NEWS 
We welcome our new families and hope you will be 

with us for many years to come.  

 

Our childcare staff may also work across the centre in 

the kindy room too, working casually and flexible 

hours. Our educators are Rie, Jessie, Carole, Rachael, 

Bev, Hayley, Alicia, Kym,  Michelle, and Sandra.  

Our part time and fulltime staff include Lisa (Assistant 

Director), Amanda, Joan, Lynn and Maria.  

 
 

Childcare Routine  (flexible as needed) 

Morning inside time– grouptime with kindy term 2 on-

ward 

Fruit time 

Free play 

Grouptime– show and tell 

Lunch  11.00-11.30am 

Free play. Afternoon session begins at 12.45pm 

Sleep and rest  

Snack  

Inside/outside play 

Late snack 

Inside/outside play 

Pack up times 
 

 

Children in childcare are able to be refer red to 

Riverland Community Health for speech, language, 

diet or physical needs. Parents can call them on 1800 

332 858 or we can send a referral off for you. 

Children with emotional, trauma, behaviour or sleep 

needs are best referred to CAMHS on 8582 4290. They 

tailor a program to your child’s needs and with your 

permission they are able can share the program with us 

and we can further help your child 

Absences– please ensure that Kym is aware of any times 

that you might be away for kindy or childcare. Our staffing is 

based on the actual attendance of each child and can impact our 

ratios dramatically. 

Childcare and kindy lunchtime care sessions are charged at full 

rate when children are absent  due to the costs of running a session. 

However if you give us a weeks notice or more there is only  a 

50% charge for this session, as it holds your permanent position in 

place. 
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