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End of Year Christmas Concert 
Tues/Wed 8th & 9th Dec 

 
Last day of the year for 
kindergarten attendance  
Thursday 10th December 

 
 

First day of the school year 2021 
Wednesday January 27th  

 
 
 
 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 As I start this newsletter I am aware of the many different ways we have 

had to adapt to the health crisis this year, but as I reflect I would like to say a big 

thankyou to you all, for the way you have encouraged and supported the staff 
team. There have had volunteers to look after the kindy pets, do the washing, 
dispose of rubbish, and spread soft-fall as well as many other tasks which I have 
asked of people. We have had flowers from people’s garden, take away hot 
drinks delivered to kindy, encouraging email messages as well as personal 
conversations which have all been so much appreciated. I have also been 
encouraged by the way you have all supported us with the changes to our 
normal events. We began with a fun night of celebration for Asian New Year at 
the beginning of Term 1 and expected that we would be able to continue as in 
past years with many more opportunities to get together as a community to share 
in times of celebrating the children’s learning.  However the unexpected Covid 19 
health restrictions began. Our normal recognition of Grandparents needed to be 
sent by mail with the children’s special paintings and there were some great 
responses from grandparents about how much they appreciated these. 
Cambodian Market Weeks to support our sponsor child Syrene were suspended 
and instead the children did string paintings for you. There was an overwhelming 
financial response in donations which enabled the payment of all our yearly 
contribution. Community Science Night could not be held and parents could not 
enter the kindergarten to share their children’s science experiments but the 
children were well prepared at home and were able to present their experiments 
unaided and we had a special Scientific Bubble Show linking with our birthday 
celebration day. Family Funtastics Days had to be cancelled and a mini version 
with minimal attendance occurred at the start of our birthday celebration day. 
This was held quite recently to mark all of the children’s birthdays as we had not 
recognised them in the usual way where parents could attend. Dad’s Night which 
usually starts with a sausage sizzle for all the family was also cancelled but 
adaptions have been made there as well. The final concert will also have some 
changes but through all of this you have been such a support and I know that 
this is what makes Hawthorndene Kindergarten such a special place. The staff 
team all enjoy working with you and sharing your children’s learning progress. 
Thankyou again! Later in the newsletter there is some information about how you 
can talk with me about your child’s Statement of Learning. 
 The last couple of weeks have been fun with many things happening. The 
workers from Climbing Tree are steadily getting the area developed but there 
have been some miscommunications which have meant that some of the work 
has needed to be altered to fit with our plan. Hopefully this will not delay the 
completion.   
 Thankyou to everyone who has contributed photos of the ‘Dad’s Night 
Reimaged Project’. Many families have reported how much fun the children have 
had creating a model with their dad. There are posters on the entrance gate of 
the projects which have already been completed and shortly they will be added 
to the children’s work books…………. Continued on the next page 

 

 Newsletter 
WEEK 8 TERM 4:  30th November 2020 

Remember, no nuts at kindy please 



 
 Director’s musings cont.                                             
 If you are still in the process of doing your project please finish it this week so I can make a poster of your model. The children don’t 
need to bring in the model just send an email with a photo of it and one of your child and their dad. The children have enjoyed looking 
at the posters on the fence and discussing the models with each other. 
The excursions to the zoo were a great opportunity for the children to explore together in a different setting. Many of the animals 
were not very active due to the hot weather but nevertheless it was fun to navigate our way around the extensive gardens and look 
at the way the animals’ environment is being constantly upgraded. The exciting climax for the children was exploring the large 
playground where there were many challenges for climbing, sliding and swinging. The children were all respectful of the animals 
and we all had a wonderful time. The staff team were very tired by the end of Thursday but were pleased to listen to the children’s 
stories about their adventures. It was good that although there are still some restrictions on our activities we were able to leave the 
kindergarten to go on an excursion.  
On Wednesday night the governing council held a meeting using webex, at which the new QIP for 2021 was approved as was the 
closure day on Monday 24th January. A big thankyou to all of the members of the kindy governing council who have been faithfully 
working behind the scenes to support the staff throughout the year.  
Chair Sophie, (Jasper Milic’s mum), Treasurer Andres, (Archer and Harvey Byrne’s dad), Secretary Tanya, (Jarrah Parr’s mum), 
HPS rep Stav, (John Cassidy’s mum), committee members Seth, (Karrek Tiddy’s dad), Carrie, (Amelia Julian’s mum), Lexi, (Hugo 
Westover’s mum), Anna, (Isaac Otten’s mum), Emma, (Eddie Wright’s mum), Tom, (Ruby Trewartha’s dad), and Sarah, (Kyanna 
Lush’s mum).   
Our final meeting was the dinner on Friday night at Joan’s Pantry. It was good to be able to have some time sharing life stories 
together. We also looked at ‘Stories Together’ which is the culmination of our book making focus. This is a book which has five 
stories written and illustrated by the children in their own learning groups. Each child will receive the book as a Christmas gift from 
the staff team at the final concert. It is very exciting to see their work in print and a big thankyou to Ali Durham for her coordination 
of this project. I hope you will enjoy happy times with your children as they share their stories.     

Kind Regards, Cynthia Meredith 

 

Statement of Learning for each child 
The Statements of Learning for each child have now been prepared for you and for the school. These statements provide information 
about your child’s learning journey at kindergarten in 2021. It would be good to have a short chat with you about how the information 
for the statement is collated and answer any questions you might have about your child’s progress. Cynthia will be conducting 
interviews with parents in the new library room on Wednesday 2nd December and Friday 4th December, if these days are not suitable 
for you please phone Cynthia and make time on another day.  
Please could you phone 82784161 during office hours or 0419295705 AH and book your interview time. Interview times are 15mins 
from 7:45am and every quarter of an hour from then on. Last interview at 5:15pm.  
You will need to enter the library from the outside door on Kindergarten Avenue. 

 

Kindy Fees for Term 4 
Unfortunately there are still some outstanding fees for this term, please could you ensure that your fees are paid as soon as possible. 
If you need another invoice please send an email to Cynthia. 
  

Hawthorndene Kindergarten Souvenir T-Towel 
As many of you are aware the souvenir T-Towel has now arrived. Each child who attended kindergarten in Term 3 this year drew 
their face in black texta and this has now been reprinted in green on the souvenir t-towel. They make wonderful Christmas gifts and 
are unique. Some of our families have used them as a sustainable gift wrap which means you are giving two gifts in one. They are 
available now for $10 or the discount price of 3 for $27 or until sold out. You may like to pay online using the same account as paying 
your fees 

 

Account Name is Hawthorndene Kindergarten Inc. 

Bank Details are BSB is 065100 Account No. 1005 4934 

Please include your child’s name and t-towels in the reference.  

 

Washing Roster 
At the end of year there is quite a lot of washing to take home so we will need multiple helpers, if you haven’t had a chance to be part 
of this important task this year please let the staff team know so that you can be involved in the end of the year work. You don’t need 
to return the washing until next year so you will have plenty of time to do it. 

 

 



 
End of year concert celebration details---complete attendance slip at the end 
At this time with the current restrictions in place we will need to limit the attendance at our outdoor concert and pray that it is a fine 
night. Unfortunately it will be necessary to limit attendance to 2 adult guests for each child. If you would like to video the concert 
please do not put this on to social media but only use it for personal use. The children will be performing a short drama which is a 
fictional rhyming poem about 10 Little Angels who visited the stable on Christmas night. All props and costumes will be provided so 
you don’t need to provide anything.  
The children will be performing on the deck and the audience will have designated spots on the lawn and into the rock garden 
possibly using the car park area as well. The concerts are planned for Tuesday December 8th (children who attend 
Tuesdays/Thursdays) and Wednesday December 9th (children who attend Mondays/Wednesdays) so please put these dates in your 
diaries. The concerts will commence at 6:30pm but we would like the children to come to the main room at 6pm so that they can get 
organised with their costume and props where required.  
 
There are limited chairs so please bring your own or be prepared to sit on the lawn. The first positions near the front of the stage will 
be for those who will sit on the lawn rather than a chair. 
Please do not attend if you are feeling unwell 
At the end of this newsletter there will be an attendance slip, please can you return this as soon as possible to assist with 
arrangements for the night.  

 
The following is updated Covid 19 information please read carefully so you will know the current 
procedures. 
 

 Please hand your children over to a staff member at the gate entrance on Kindergarten Avenue. If there are other families 
using the entrance wait until you have the appropriate social distance between them. If you need to enter adults must use 
the hand sanitiser before opening the gates. 
 

 Children are requested to wash their hands in the bathroom before doing their morning tasks while adults need to use the 
hand sanitiser before entering the gate. 

 

 Parents will not need to sign in at this time as the staff team will record attendances 
 

 Parents can take t-towels to pay online after they have had their name recorded by a staff member 
 

 Parents please remember to social distance as much as possible and do not spend time chatting ---if there are too many 
other adults in the area wait until it is clear 

 

 If you have Literacy Kits please return them to a staff member as soon as possible so that they can be organised for 2021 
 

 If you or your children are unwell please remain at home and inform the kindergarten by phone or email----if you are unable 
to make contact on the landline please phone 0419295705 
 

 Seek COVID testing if unsure of symptoms and self isolate. 
 

 Please check that all personal details for your child have not changed since commencement at the kindy this 
includes all phone numbers and addresses. 

 

 Please do not enter the kindergarten grounds during the weekend or after hours during the week (unless you have an 
appointment with the director). This is a requirement of the Education Department during the current health crisis.   

 

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from, 

Cynthia Meredith, Louise Montesi, Tess Gibbs, Lenka Velisek and Crystal 

Morphett. 

 



 

 

Attendance Booking 

  

Please complete and return to the kindergarten as soon as 

your arrangements are finalised 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Concert  

Tues Dec 8th /  Wed Dec 9th  
Please cross out the night that doesn’t apply to your family 

 

 

 

Kindergarten child’s name……………………………………… 

 

Name Guest 1……………………………mobile …………………. 

 

Name Guest 2……………………………mobile………………….. 

 
We will be bringing chairs / we would prefer to sit on the lawn 
Cross out what is not applicable 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


