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  DIARY DATES          WEEK 9 TERM 3 2019 

September  

25th Last Day of Term 3. Welcome 

home/Retirement Party for Harriet 

  

October  

15th First day of term 

16th Kindy photo day ( see snippets for info) 

22nd Governing Council 

24th Bush Kindy( see snippets for info) 

29th Move-a-thon ( see snippets for info) 

Please note              Grandparent’s Day- November 12th  
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As you would all no doubt be aware, Woodside Preschool has had more than it’s 15 minutes 

of fame this week thanks to Harriet the mischievous monkey! (And Abbie who felt the story 

was worth sharing with the media).  At the time of printing, her story has been shared on 

Channel 7, Channel 10, ABC radio and Facebook, The Panel, Nova FM, Power FM and 

Internationally on BBC Breakfast, The London Times, Town and Country Magazine, People, 

Hello magazine, Sky News, The Daily Mail and CNN!  (If you missed any just Google 

Buckingham Palace toy monkey!) 

Apart from a lesson for everyone in how quickly the right story can ‘go viral’ there is so much 

more learning involved in this story and our Travelling Monkeys in general. 

Our Philosophy Statement looks at how we support Belonging, Being and Becoming (Early Years Learning 

Framework) and it is easy to demonstrate this in a concrete way using our Monkeys 

Belonging-we encourage a sense of belonging through creating a family friendly 

environment which encourages open communication between family’s educators and 

children. 

Our Monkeys have been on so many adventures with our Kindy families which are then 

shared with others, providing a link to home and family life and creating traditions over the 

years as siblings come through the centre. As well as travelling the world they have been 

on adventures to West Beach, camping at Victor Harbour or Mt Crawford and had 

sleepovers at Grandparents houses. All adventures are welcome. 

Being-staff stimulate children’s thinking and build upon their existing knowledge and skills to enrich learning   

When Harriet decided to extend her holiday there were so many learning opportunities for the children. 

Where is she? What do we know about London? What can we learn about Buckingham Palace, the Queen? 

England? Why is their flag on our flag? How did she get lost? 

And the Big Questions-What can we do to get her back? What to call the new Monkey? 

Becoming- Children demonstrate positive attitudes towards challenges in their learning which will prepare them for 

the next steps in life as happy, confident members of the community. 

Our challenge was- What can we do about Harriet not coming home? We tackled the challenge head on, involved 

the children in taking action by writing a letter, waited, wondered and finally had an incredibly positive outcome. We 

had also talked about what we would do if Harriet didn’t come back- what would that mean? (That she had decided 

a Palace was a great place to retire to) 

All of this learning occurred before she returned and we had a week of unfamiliar 

visitors, cameras, photo calls and phone calls- all of which the children took in their 

stride as happy, confident members of our community!If you haven’t yet had a look at 

the photo display of our Philosophy Statement in Action in the block area please do so 

before the end of term. 

Huge thanks go to the Hart Family for creating this learning opportunity and then 

letting us share their story, and to Abbie Allen for contacting Channel 7 and starting 

this snowball rolling! 

 

Robyn’s News 
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            Spring is in the air - the sun is shining, birds are singing and flowers are blossoming. It’s a fantastic 

time of year for learning about seasons, animals and the environment. We are so lucky to live in such a 

beautiful part of the world so we’ve been taking every opportunity to get outside and immerse ourselves in 

nature! 

Nature play is an important focus of our curriculum and we encourage all children to observe, notice, discover 

and interact with our environment as they play and learn. Over the past few weeks we have been involved in a 

range of nature-based play experiences 

 Bush Kindy – We explored different environments within Cath’s property eg. the Winter dam, the creek 

and the clay pit. We also had a close encounter with an alpaca!! 

 Flower Nature Challenge – Thank you to everyone who collected and brought in flowers and petals. We 

used these natural materials to create artworks that were full of colourful patterns. 

 Examining blossom – We created still-life paintings of different types of blossom and we used blossom 

to make nature collages. 

 Harvest Basket – We collected produce from our Huerto and kindy garden and entered them in the 

Royal Adelaide Show. Our Harvest Basket won a third place ribbon!! 

 Clay – We have been busy creating and experimenting with different types of clay. We hope all the 

Dad’s loved the air-dry clay bowls that we made for Father’s Day. 

 Patterns in Nature – we have examined and noticed the different patterns in a range of natural 

materials eg. leaves, plants, succulents, bark etc. 

Number – Number has been a major learning focus this term so we put on our backpacks and went for a walk 

around Woodside to see if we could identify numbers in our local environment. We discovered that numbers 

are all around us. We could see numbers everywhere we looked eg. on signs, letterboxes, cars, shops etc. Our 

number focus has also involved us in learning to estimate. We have been having a go at estimating how many 

objects there are in different sized groups. Each day we have been asking “How many children do you think 

there are at Kindy today?” Some of the children’s answers are quite interesting (and amusing). Their 

estimations have ranged from 10 to 100. Thank goodness we don’t have 100 children at kindy each day!! 

Well-Being and Self-Regulation - Have you noticed our “Relaxation Area” in the kindy yard? Beanbags, 

cushions, books, relaxing music and a hammock have been used to create calming space where children can 

go to relax, unwind and chill out.  

Other Curriculum Highlights  

 Raising the Australian flag on our new flag pole and singing the National Anthem on “Australian 

National Flag Day”. 

 Winning 2nd place, 3rd place and the Governor’s choice prize at the Royal Adelaide Show for our Bob the 

Builder scarecrow. 

 Being interviewed by Channel 7 news/Sunrise/ABC radio for a story about Harriet the Travelling 

Monkey’s adventures at Buckingham Palace. 

 Spending quality time with our Dads on Father’s Night. 

 Dressing up as our favourite Book characters during Book Week and participating in a parade with our 

Woodside School friends. 

 Celebrating Chile Day with Denise. 

Happy Holidays! 

Jodie, Kathy & Jane  

Our Learning 
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Occasional Care at our centre serves many purposes. It is an opportunity 

for parents and carers to take a well-earned three hour break from caring 

for their toddlers and have some “me” time. It is an opportunity for 

younger siblings to sample some of what Kindy has to offer that they see 

their older siblings enjoying and want to be part of. It can serve as respite 

for parents and carers of children with additional needs or it can offer 

early access to Preschool teachers and programs for children with 

additional needs. It can “fill a gap” for the children who miss the “cut off” 

date for starting Preschool and it can offer three year olds who are ready 

for more, the challenge they are looking for. Another fantastic opportunity it affords children is as a precursor to 

full time Preschool. One of our Monday sessions this term has been predominantly those 

children who are starting Preschool next year and therefore will begin Pre-Entry sessions 

next term. Many of these children have been attending since they were two and it is fantastic 

to see the development that has taken place in these children and for us to help prepare 

them for the next step. Tash and I were blown away on Monday as we sat back and looked 

at what all these little people have already achieved and how they are ready to continue their 

learning journey at Preschool. Children were independently accessing the materials at our 

making table, displaying the learning disposition of being resourceful. They knew what they 

wanted to make and they knew how to make it. Other children were organising games of 

hide and seek, demonstrating the disposition of being cooperative as well as being confident 

and involved learners as they gave directions, counted aloud, found hiding spots and 

laughed together when they were found. Outside, children were challenging themselves with 

new pieces of equipment, taking risks as they jumped from various heights, communicating 

with each other as they coordinated who would jump next and demonstrating their sense of 

belonging as they carried out routine tasks such as checking for eggs and collecting the mail. 

We wish all these children the very best as they begin Preschool and look forward to 

watching our younger children become competent and capable Preschoolers over the next 

few years. 

 
 

 

 

Governing Council met on Tuesday night this week. Unfortunately without a quorum we couldn’t pass any 

motions but we discussed the new Preschool Quality Improvement Planning process which all preschools will 

engage in over the next term. The first part of this process invovles gathering and analysing data and feedback 

from children, staff and families to support the formulation of our goals for next year. As part of our feedback 

process we would love you to come and have a look at our Philosophy in Action photo display in the block area 

and then complete the brief Parent Opinion Survey found there. It would be great to have everyones feedbcak 

by the end of term. 

Our Quiz Night  was a huge success and raised $5000 for further improvments to our outdoor area. Many 

thanks to everyone who was involved in any way and particulalry to our coordinators Kiara and Yohanna. 

Occasional Care 

Governing Council News 
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Still to come this year- During October/November we will be having a wine/beer/gin drive so that families can 

stock up for Christmas if they want. The Wine will be from Cobbs Hill and the Beer and Gin from Lot 100. Order 

forms will be available closer to the event. 

 

 

USB Photos- Each year we offer families the opportunity to purchase a USB with all of the photos we 

have taken of your child during the year. This year we will also be putting the professional Kindy 

photos on there (for families who have previously purchased the album of photos). The cost of the 

USB and photos together is $20. This can be placed in the fees box with USB  and your child’s 

name written on the envelope any time before the end of this term. The USB will be available in 

the last week of term 4. 

Kindy photos will be taken on Wednesday of Week 1 next term. They will be $25 for an album with 3 

individual photos plus the whole group photo and payment is required on or before photo day. 

Payment information will be in notice pockets next week. 

This year, the kindy will also be provided with a digital version of the photos taken. For families 

purchasing the above $20 USB they will be added to it at no cost. If you don’t want the whole USB, 

you will be able to bring in your own USB and we can transfer the professional photos onto it for $5. 

 

Move-a-thon 

 

Kuipto Bush Kindy 

 

Snippets 


